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A TASTE OF BAVARIA IN THE BORDERLAND — OKTOBERFEST IS BACK!
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BlissNOW is a Family and Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation magazine 
published bi-monthly for activities on 
Fort Bliss, Texas. BlissNOW is inserted 
in welcome packets, and distributed 
to Biggs Park, Soto PFC, NCOLCoE 
(Sergeants Major Academy), WBAMC, El 
Paso International Airport, Fort Bliss RV 
Park, Parent Central, Main ACS (Army 
Community Service), Fort Bliss Support 
Center, Vogel Hall, Desert Strike Lanes, 
along with the Fort Bliss Commissary, Post 
Exchange (PX) Pharmacy at Freedom 
Crossing. Circulation: 5,000 bi-monthly. 
The appearance of advertising does not 
constitute an endorsement by the U.S. 
Army, Department of Defense or federal 
government. The information in this issue is 
current at the time of publication; activities 
and events are subject to change without 
notice. Downloading of any social media 
apps is on a voluntary basis. DFMWR is not 
responsible for any negative consequences 
resulting in its use. For more information, 
call the individual facilities. Family and 
MWR Marketing is located in Building 12 

blissNOW
BY FAMILY & MWR MARKETING

one world
one voice
one magazine
one great staff

ABOUT THE COVER: 
Fort Bliss Installation Commander 
Major General Curtis Taylor 
ceremonially taps a keg of German 
beer alongside German Schuhplattler 
dancers at Fort Bliss Oktoberfest.

Fun Fact: The ceremonial keg tapping 
is one of Oktoberfest's oldest and 
most cherished traditions. In Munich, 
the festival doesn't officially begin until 
the mayor drives a wooden tap into the 
first keg with a mallet, ideally in two 
strikes or fewer, then shouts "O'zapft 
is!" ("It's tapped!"). Only then can 
the beer start flowing. The tradition 
dates back to the early 1950's and has 
become the symbolic starting gun for 
Oktoberfest celebrations around the 
world, including here at Fort Bliss. 
See more on PAGE 11.

   Graphic by Raymond Sanchez
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soldier showdown 8 is a 14-week online esports tournament series for u.s. 
military members happening now through october 2026. presented by usaa and 
produced by gamesquare in partnership with u.s. army mwr, the event features 
call of duty: warzone and fortnite, with top players advancing to live finals in 
frisco, texas. eligibility: active-duty u.s. army soldiers, army national guard, 
army reserve, and military members stationed on army joint bases. prizes: weekly 
gear and rewards provided by sponsors and the army & air force exchange 
service. live finals: top performers advance to a live final event at the faze 
esports hq at the star in frisco, texas.
scan qr code or visit bliss.armymwr.com to learn more.
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05 Chihuahuas Baseball Camp 
10am | Stout PFC  

11 9/11 Stair Climb 
5:15am | Soto PFC 

12  Doggy Swim Day 
11am | Community Pool 

12 Plein Air Painting 
8am  | Art & Hobby Shop

12 Hike & Brew 
8am  | Soldier Activity Center 

18 & 19 Oktoberfest 
6pm | Biggs Park 

18 & 19  Parents Night Out 
5pm | Milam CDC 

20  Oktoberfest Family Day 
11am | Biggs Park 

24  SFRG Meet & Greet 
10am | ACS 

25  BOSS Bash 
1pm | Biggs Park

25  Commander's Cup 8k Run/Race 
6:30am | Soto PFC 

26 Bike & Brew 
8am | Soldier Activity Center
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License to Carry Classes
September 5 & 19
Rod & Gun Club 

Art & Hobby Shop: Last Fridays at the Park
Car Show 
September 25 • 4pm 
Marshall Park

Intercession Camps
September 28-October 9
Bliss & Milam SAC

Group Bike Rides
Every Wednesday through September 30 • 4pm
Soldier Activity Center

ONGOING PROGRAMS



** Events subject to change without notice.
Info: bliss.armymwr.com

page 5     SEP | OCTwww.bliss.armymwr.com

BOSS BASH
Single soldiers, get ready to experience all the sights, sounds, and 
excitement of a classic summer carnival on FRIDAY,  SEP. 25 at this 

year’s BOSS Bash: BOSS at the Boardwalk beginning at 1pm at 
Biggs Park! We are bringing the full seaside boardwalk experience 

straight to our single Soldiers, packed with nostalgic novelty, 
thrilling carnival games, and classic boardwalk prizes. Test your skills, 

challenge your battle buddies, and rack up some fun, cheap wins; 
with one major upgrade from the carnivals of your childhood, our 

games are 100% fair and absolutely not rigged! Whether you’re 
aiming for the ultimate high score or just looking to relax and enjoy 

the lively boardwalk atmosphere, this bash is designed to celebrate 
your hard work with authentic, unrigged fun and unforgettable 

camaraderie. This event is free to BOSS Soldiers  (Active Duty: $5)
ages 18+. Call 915-892-5195 for more information.

DOGGY SWIM DAY
Don't miss your chance to let the dogs out SATURDAY, 

SEP. 12 at the Community Pool from 11am-2pm before pool 
season ends! Admission is $5 per dog while all dog parents 
18+ are free. Children 13-17 are not permitted in the pool 

during this event but may attend, while children 12 and 
under are not allowed at this event for safety reasons. To 
ensure a safe and enjoyable experience for everyone, all 

owners must provide proof of vaccinations as well as follow 
the Fort Bliss policy on restricted breeds allowed on the 

installation. For more information call 915-741-5901.

9/11 MEMORIAL STAIR CLIMB
Come out for a powerful memorial fitness challenge and 
pay tribute to the over 3,000 souls that were lost on 
September 11, 2001, on FRIDAY, SEP. 11 from 5:15am-
7:30pm at Soto Physical Fitness Center. Participants can 
choose from the stationary stair climber, stepping equivalent 
to 110 sets of stairs in 15 minutes, or an indoor walk/run of 
21 laps in 30 minutes. Participants may also choose to row 
2,001 meters in 15 minutes. Call 915-744-5790 for more 
information.

SEPTEMBER HIGHLIGHTS
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01 Metal Embossing
2pm | Art & Hobby Shop 

03 Breast Cancer Awareness 
Vollyball Tournament
9am | Youth Sports Plex

12-15 Officials Clinic  
Indoor Soccer
6pm | Aquatics Training Center

17 BOO-ling Special
12pm | Desert Strike Lanes 

19 Commander's Cup  
Indoor Soccer
6am | Soto PFC 

24 Spooky Floating
Pumpkin Patch
4pm | Aquatics Training Center

24 Star Mountain
Gymnastics  Meet
9am | SKIES 
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Domestic Violence Toiletry Drive
October 1-31
ACS 

License to Carry Classes
October 3 & 17
Rod & Gun Club 

Hunters Education
October 4
Register Online: tpwd.texas.gov 
Rod & Gun Club 

Dia de los Deadlifts
October 26-November 6
Iron Works East & West

ONGOING PROGRAMS

24 Outdoor Rock Climbing
8am | Soldier Activity Center 

30 & 31 Freedom Fright
6pm | Freedom Crossing 

 

31 Halloween Fun Shoot  
10am | Rod & Gun Club

www.mylockandleavestorage.com
  24 hours drive up access to your goods 
  After Hours Renter Program                                          
  Active Duty, DoD and Retirees welcomed           
     
 

Fort Bliss
915-566-8321

YOU STORE-IT,
YOU LOCK-IT, 
YOU LEAVE-IT

BRING YOUR GOODS TO 

LOCK & LEAVE STORAGE
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SPOOKY FLOATING 
PUMPKIN PATCH 

Make a spooky splash at the Aquatics Training Center’s 
recreation pool SATURDAY OCT. 24 from 4-6pm as it 

turns into a floating pumpkin patch! Costumes and swim 
wear highly encouraged. Guests are invited to swim in 
a Halloween themed pool and take home a pumpkin. 

Enjoy complimentary refreshments and take goody bags. 
Guaranteed to be a ghoulishly good time. $8 per child 

open to DOD ID card holders. For more information call 
915-741-5901.

FREEDOM FRIGHT
Freedom Fright is back! This year's Halloween bash spans 

TWO evenings of fright and fun for the whole family! 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY, OCT. 30 & 31 from 6–9pm at 

Freedom Crossing. This event is FREE and open to the public! 
Family-friendly activities include a trunk or treat, haunted 

houses, pumpkin carving, a costume contest and much more!  
For more information, call 915-568-8247..

OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS

DIA DE LOS DEADLIFTS
Iron Works’ Dia De Los Deadlifts is back for its 8th annual 
physical fitness challenge OCT. 26 THRU NOV. 6 (MON-
FRI) at both locations east and west. Participants will have 
3 attempts to complete their 1 rep MAX deadlift. Upon 
completion participants will receive a t-shirt and name 
plate, those with the heaviest lifts will get their name plate 
displayed on the leaderboard at participating location. Fee 
is $20. Call 915-744-5201 for more information.
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BY ALEXIS ESCOBAR-PAZ 
MWR MARKETING
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SUCCEED AGAIN
Earn up to 90 credits toward a bachelor’s for prior coursework, military 
experience and training or transfer up to 12 credits toward a master’s.

•  100+ skills-focused degrees & certificates from an accredited  
state university

• Online & hybrid courses 

•  No-cost digital resources in place of textbooks for most courses

VISIT US AT FORT BLISS.
UMGC.EDU | 240-221-1510 

 

YOU KNOW 
WHAT YOU’RE 
MADE OF.

WE DO TOO.

© 2026 University of Maryland Global Campus
Paid advertising. No Department of Defense or U.S. Marine Corps, or Marine Corps Community Services endorsement implied. 
The appearance of U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) visual information does not imply or constitute DoD endorsement.
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Get ready to say "prost" as one of Fort Bliss' most anticipated traditions returns this September. Oktoberfest is back at Biggs Park Sept. 18–20 and 
entry is KOSTENLOS!  That's right, this year no need to purchase tickets as entry to the event is FREE! As always Oktoberfest is bringing authentic 
German culture, live entertainment, delicious food, and family fun to the Borderland. Open to both the Fort Bliss and El Paso communities, this 
annual celebration has been a favorite since 2014 and continues to bring thousands together for a weekend of Bavarian-inspired festivities.

Friday and Saturday, Sept. 18–19, the festivities take place from 6 p.m. to midnight and are open to guests ages 18 and older, with authentic 
German beer available for those 21 and over. Throughout the weekend, visitors can enjoy traditional German cuisine, festive snacks, and live 
entertainment from crowd favorite Terry Cavanagh and the Alpine Express, along with energetic performances by the German Air Force 
Schuhplattler dancers.

The celebration continues Sunday, Sept. 20, during Family Day from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and guests of 
all ages are invited to enjoy a family-friendly Oktoberfest experience complete with inflatables, games, 
and activities designed especially for children, while still enjoying the festive atmosphere, food, and 
entertainment that make Oktoberfest a Fort Bliss tradition.

Parents looking for a kid-free evening can also take advantage of CYS Parent Night Out on 
Friday and Saturday from 5–11 p.m. at Milam Child Development Center. Childcare is 
available for $8 per hour, per child. Reservations are required by Sept. 9, and all participating 
children must be registered through Parent Central. Once registered, parents can reserve a 
spot by calling Milam CDC at 915-744-7877.

Whether you're looking to enjoy authentic German flavors, listen to live music, 
experience cultural performances, or spend quality time with family, Fort Bliss 
Oktoberfest offers something for everyone. Dust off your dirndl or lederhosen, gather 
your friends and family, and join us for a weekend filled with great food, lively entertainment,  
and unforgettable memories at Biggs Park this September.

BY CHEYENNE CHAVEZ 
MWR MARKETING
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Honoring the Past,
Welcoming the Future:
Pershing Pub at Pace Hall

After months of meticulous restoration, Pershing Pub at 
historic Pace Hall has reopened its doors, unveiling a beautifully 
reimagined space where Fort Bliss' rich history meets modern 
hospitality. The extensive renovation preserves the building's 
historic character while introducing thoughtful updates, 
ensuring this treasured landmark will continue serving Soldiers, 
families, retirees, civilians, and guests for generations to come.

The project, initiated by Project Manager Candice Rice in 
December 2025, was driven by a shared commitment to 
preserving one of Fort Bliss' most significant historic buildings. 
What began as a renovation quickly became a collaborative 
effort dedicated to protecting the building's legacy.

"This project was a melting of different expertise, a 
collaboration of craftsmen, architects and preservationists," 
said Fort Bliss Historian Troy Ainsworth.

Every phase of the renovation focused on maintaining the 
building's original character. The historic living quarters were 
restored keeping the original marble showers and tile in the 
bathrooms, carpet removed to unveil the beautiful original wood 
flooring, and the exterior received fresh historically accurate 
paint while preserving many of the architectural features that 
define Pace Hall, such as the original light fixtures and historic 
shutters. Restoration crews even uncovered original wallpaper 
hidden beneath layers of previous renovations in one of the 
restrooms, a remarkable glimpse into the building's past.

Preservation Specialist Donald Sevigny described the 
philosophy behind the project as creating "function with 
purpose in order to commemorate a part of Fort Bliss history" 
That vision guided every decision, ensuring the building 
remains both historically authentic and functional for today's 
community.

Pace Hall also tells the story of Lt. Pace, a 1940 graduate of 
the United States Military Academy at West Point who was 
killed in action in the Philippines in 1942 during World War 
II. His sacrifice lives on through the building that bears his 
name. The venue also honors the enduring legacy of General 
John J. Pershing, whose leadership and service remain deeply 
connected to the history of Fort Bliss.

BY CHEYENNE CHAVEZ 
MWR MARKETING

Now elegantly restored, Pershing Pub at Pace Hall 
accommodates up to 75 guests in a refined setting that blends 
timeless architectural character with contemporary amenities. 
Whether hosting receptions, unit functions, meetings, or 
special celebrations, the venue offers an intimate atmosphere 
unlike any other on the installation.

While the renovations have transformed the building, its 
purpose remains rooted in connection. The team behind the 
project hopes Pershing Pub at Pace Hall will become more 
than a beautifully restored event venue, they envision it as a 
gathering place where the Fort Bliss community can come 
together while also learning about the lives and legacies of Lt. 
Pace and General Pershing.

By preserving the stories behind the walls as carefully as the 
building itself, Pershing Pub at Pace Hall ensures that history is 
not simply remembered but experienced. To learn more about 
upcoming about upcoming events and reservation information 
visit the Fort Bliss MWR website at bliss.armymwr.com or scan 
the QR code below.
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See our standout loan rates!1

Scan2 or visit navyfederal.org/auto

Navy Federal is federally insured by NCUA. Image used for representational purposes only; does not imply government endorsement. ¹Credit and 
collateral subject to approval. ²Message and data rates may apply. Visit navyfederal.org for more information. ³Direct deposit is required. This military special may expire at 
any time. Applicants must contact Navy Federal by phone or visit a branch to receive the discount. Active Duty rate discounts (which are also available for retired military 
members) can be applied, subject to certain restrictions. © 2026 Navy Federal NFCU 14497 (5-26)

Buying a new or used car doesn’t have to be  
complicated. We’ll get you on the road in no time with: 
       an easy application via our mobile app2 or online  

       most loan decisions in seconds         

       an exclusive military discount³

Go from 0 to 60 
with our fast and  
easy auto loans!¹Honoring the Past,

Welcoming the Future:
Pershing Pub at Pace Hall
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