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WE ARE THE ARMY’S HOME

Purpose:

To inform Command Family Readiness 
Representatives (CFRRs), Soldier & 
Family Readiness Groups (SFRGs), 
community leaders, and residents about
upcoming events for Fort Bliss and El 
Paso (next 90 days).

Attendees:
• Chair: Garrison CDR
• OPR: USAG DFMWR
• BN/CO CFRRs/SFRGs
• WBAMC: CDR/Deputy
• InstallationAgencies
• USAG Directorates

& Support Offices
• School Liaisons
• City Representatives
• County Representatives

Agenda:
1. Opening Comments: Garrison CDR

2. Calendar Review: Garrison CDR

3. DFMWR Updates: Deana Garcia

4. WBAMC Update: CDR or CMD Rep

5. Directorate of Public Works

6. Directorate of Emergency Services

7. Two-Minute Drill
 Fort Bliss Family Homes (BBC)
 Other Garrison / Installation Agencies
 City Update
 County Update

8. Question & Answers (30 Minutes)
9. Closing Comments: Garrison CDR

Timing & Details:

Frequency: Monthly, except DEC & JUL
Time: 1 hour, 1200-1300, 3rd Wed 

Location: Centennial Conf Center

Medium: Facebook & In-Person Inputs:
• CG Decisions
• Bliss Synch Events Working Group
• Fort Bliss Ceremonies & Protocol Events
• Local Events & Community Relations

Primary POC:
USAG: Ms. Deana Garcia (DFMWR)

Outputs:
• Information for unit SFRGs
• CommunityAwareness & Advertising

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

Community Information Exchange
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Opening Comments
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Transition Assistance Program

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

2024 EXPO
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Army Emergency Relief Campaign
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Family Services EFMP POC List

• 1 AD CAB, USASMA, 1 AD SBDE
• Lorena Castro
• Divia Villalta

• 1-1, 1 AD HHBN, JTF North
• Maria Jaramillo

• 2-1, 1 AD DIVARTY, 32nd AAMDC
• Monica Arce

• 3rd ABCT
• Miguel Chapa

• 5th Armor, 11 ADA, 204th MI
• Kristine Montellano

For immediate assistance by phone, please call 915-568-9129 

System Navigators provide non-clinical assistance, education, information 
and resources.

Please email all request for assistance to the ACS EFMP Mailbox. Include your 
Brigade, Unit info and contact info so we can appropriately assist.

usarmy.bliss.imcom-hq.mbx.e-fmp-fort-bliss3@army.mil

Cynthia Potter, EFMP Coordinator, cynthia.k.potter.civ@army.mil 

mailto:usarmy.bliss.imcom-hq.mbx.e-fmp-fort-bliss3@army.mil
mailto:cynthia.k.potter.civ@army.mil
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Underwood Golf Complex
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Upcoming Events

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

Next 30 Days: 
• 17 MAY: 1st Annual Best of the Badge
• 17 MAY: Commander's Cup Ten-Miler Qualifier
• 18 MAY: Armed Forces Day Parade
• 19 MAY: High Ropes Course
• 19 MAY: BOSS: Golf
• 22 MAY: Yappy Hour
• 23 MAY: Drawing 101 Self Portraits with Frank Rimbach
• 22-23 MAY: Fort Bliss Annual Transition EXPO (DHR)
• 25 MAY: Battle at Underwood
• 25 MAY: Teen Resilience Conference
• 25 MAY: Trap Shoot Out
• 01 JUN: Know your Limit
• 01 JUN-31 AUG: Bike Challenge
• 06 JUNE: ACES Education Center-Graduation Ceremony
• 08 JUN: Fort Bliss Cycling Race
• 08 JUN: 4th Annual Hustle and Muscle Challenge
• 13 JUN: Yappy Hour
• 15 JUN: Outdoors Day
• 16 JUN: Father's Day: Bowl with your Hero

Next 60 Days:
• 18 JUN: Youth Powerlifting Competition 
• 20 JUNE: SFAC Information Fair
• 21 JUNE: EFMP Family/Parent Appreciation
• 24-28 JUN: Youth Tennis Camp
• 16-22 JUN: Pampering Papas
• 23 JUN: Climbing Anchor Building Class
• 27 JUN: SFRG and CFRR Meet and Greet
• 29 JUN: Kayak the Rio

Ongoing Classes and Events:
• Stress Management Seminar (ACS): 

May 20, 22, 29 & June 
4,6,7,11,13,20,25,27

• Anger Management (ACS): May 16, 21, 
23, 28 & June 4,6,7,11,13,20,25,27

• Youth Sports Calendar 
• Girls Spring Volleyball
• Boys/Girls Spring Tennis
• Spring Break Desert Madness
• Military Spouse Morning Social
• Military Spouse and Soldier Employment 

Readiness Workshop
• Coffee and Connections with EFMP

Next 90 Days:
• JUN-JUL: SKIES Summer Camps
• JUN-JUL: Youth Sports Summer Camps
• JULY: Milam Youth Center Summer Camps
• 04 JUL: Pop Goes the Fort
• 06 JUL: Night Trap Match
• 17 JUL: Yappy Hour
• 19 JUL: Lucha Libre
• 08 AUG: Harry Potter Market
• 10 AUG: Cardboard Regatta

https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/1st-annual-best-badge/6405949/87872
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/commanders-cup-ten-miler-qualifier/6408269/88044
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/armed-forces-day-parade-and-celebration/6384731/87246
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/high-ropes/6381784/78032
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/golfing/6427933/88830
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/yappy-hour/6441541/89281
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/drawing-101-self-portraits-frank-rimbach/6441542/89282
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/battle-underwood/6432826/88927
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/teen-resilience-conference/6435352/79738
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/trap-shoot-out/6409353/88165
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/know-your-limit/6409355/88167
https://www.armymwr.com/cyclingchallenge
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/4th-annual-hustle-and-muscle-challenge/6435251/79528
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/outdoors-day/6424007/88734
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/fathers-day-bowl-your-hero/6441575/68099
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/youth-powerlifting-competition/6435249/89070
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/sfac-information-fair/6331073/86018
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/efmp-familyparent-appreciation/6426599/88818
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/youth-tennis-camp/6441549/89284
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/pampering-papas/6384728/87244
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/climbing-anchor-building-class/6381792/82741
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/sfrg-and-cfrr-meet-and-greet/6437854/72741
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/kayak-rio/6381802/87062
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/acs/family-advocacy
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/acs/family-advocacy
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/acs/family-advocacy
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/acs/family-advocacy
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/acs/family-advocacy
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/youth-sports
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/girls-spring-volleyball
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/boysgirls-spring-tennis
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/spring-break-desert-madness
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/military-spouse-morning-social
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/military-spouse-and-soldier-employment-readiness-workshop
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/military-spouse-and-soldier-employment-readiness-workshop
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/coffee-and-connections-efmp
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/skies-summer-camps-2024
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/youth-sports-summer-camps-june-and-july-2023
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/milam-youth-center-summer-camps-1
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/pop-goes-fort/6441551/89285
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/night-trap-match/6435353/89102
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Community Events

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

Date Time Event Location Comments
17-18 
MAY

2100 Friday Salsa Social w/ Team 
Havana Salsa Band 

El Paso Ballroom 
Dance Academy 

$12

18 MAY 0700 Old Tin Mine Hike Chuck Heinrich 
Memorial Park

$5

18 MAY 1800 Armed Forces Day 
Community Ball

El Paso 
Convention Center

Varies

23 MAY 2045 Candlelight Spring: A Tribute 
to Queen 

St Rogers Depot $35

25 MAY 1200 Weekend Wine Tour Mesilla Valley Wine 
& Brew Tours

$50

30 MAY 1800 Cool Canyon Nights McKelligon Canyon FREE
09 JUN 0700 Take a Walk in Her Boots McKelligon Canyon FREE
15 JUN 0800 9th Annual Walk/Run for 

Kids 
Sunland Park 
Racetrack and 
Casino

$25
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Directorate Family Morale Welfare and 
Recreation

Deana Garcia, 915-568-6995, deana.garcia2.civ@army.mil

• Army Community Service
– 16 May: Volunteer of the Quarter Ceremony
– 20 June: SFAC Information Fair
– 27 June: CFRR/SFRG Meet and Greet

• Business Operations
– 23 May: Drawing 101 Self Portraits
– 16 June: Bowl with Your Hero

• Youth Sports 
– 03 June: Summer Camps for Youth Sports
– 08 June: 4th Annual Hustle & Muscle Challenge

• MWR Special Events
– 18 May: Armed Forces Day Parade 

• Sports Fitness and Aquatics
– 17 May: Commanders Cup Ten Miler
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William Beaumont Army Medical Center
Patient Information

Kristal Pinkney, 915-742-3878, kristal.a.pinkney.civ@health.mil

• Clinical
‒ You can now use the MHS GENESIS Patient Portal to request refills for most 

prescriptions from your military pharmacy. This new feature, which began Feb. 29, 2024, 
applies to your existing medications that have remaining refills.

‒ Leapfrog is the nation’s premier advocate of transparency in health care—collecting, 
analyzing and disseminating data to inform value-based purchasing and improved 
decision-making.  Your hospital has earned an “A”.

‒ Walk-in Wellness tests for any STI can now be done at East Bliss Clinic, SFMC, or 
Mendoza labs.  Call APHN at 915-742-1343 for more information.  

• Happenings     
‒ Patient and Family Partnership Council (PFPC) will be June 6, 2024 at 10:30 a.m. in the 

WBAMC Clinical Assembly Room (CAR) Room 1500B
‒ Children’s Waiting Room (CWR) at WBAMC and Mendoza are by appointment only; call 

915-742-9926/0975 (free childcare while you attend medical appointments).  Now open 
Mon-Fri, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

‒ Visit our website for current information:  https://william-beaumont.tricare.mil/

https://william-beaumont.tricare.mil/
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Directorate of Public Works (DPW)

DID YOU KNOW – For Better and Timely Services by DPW:
‒ You can submit your DMO requests to DPW through the Army Maintenance 

Application (ArMA).  A web-based service that can be accessed through any 
web browser (i.e. Chrome, Edge, Firefox, Safari, etc.) on your smartphone, 
computer, or tablet and attach photos. Go to the link 
www.armymaintenance.com and follow the instructions to create a profile.

‒ DO NOT USE THE APP for Life, Safety and Health emergency requests, 
please call the 24-hour DPW SOD at 64-BLISS (915-642-5477).

‒ Also, you can call in your demand maintenance order (DMO) requests to 
DPW Service Order Desk (SOD) at 915-64-BLISS // 915-642-5477 

‒ For Balfour Beatty Residential Communities Repairs call (915) 564-0459 or 
visit WWW.FORTBLISSFAMILYHOMES.COM

DPW Service Order Desk

Ms. Mercedes Ortega, DPW-BOID, 915-568-6973, mercedes.ortega2.civ@army.mil

http://www.armymaintenance.com/
http://www.fortblissfamilyhomes.com/
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Directorate of Public Works (DPW)

• Repair Perimeter Fence Gates at Old Ironsides Ave. Access Control 
Point (ACP) 
‒ Construction start Date: 10 June 2024.
‒ One lane will always remain open during Construction (2 Phases).
‒ Completion Date: 09 August 2024.

Perimeter Fence Gate Repair

Mr. Adrian Trejo , DPW-ESD, 915-569-7635, Adrian.a.trejo2.civ@army.mil

N

Phase II

Phase I

ACP
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Directorate of Public Works (DPW)

• Road Repairs both Intersections on Cassidy Road Outside the ACP 
‒ Construction start Date: June 2024 Exact date TBD.

‒ Completion timeline approximately 2 days.
‒ TXDoT will be coordinating with DES for traffic control.
‒ TXDoT PAO will contact FB PAO for public outreach.

TXDoT Road Repair

Mr. Stephen Sanchez, DPW-MPD, 915-569-7635, Adrian.a.trejo2.civ@army.mil
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Directorate of Emergency Services
FY24 2nd QTR Law Enforcement Data

Harry R. Eckman, Chief of Police (harry.r.eckman.civ@army.mil)
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Directorate of Emergency Services
El Paso DA's DWI Prevention Initiative

Harry R. Eckman, Chief of Police (harry.r.eckman.civ@army.mil)

• El Paso County is ranked #7 out of top 
10 Texas counties with highest DWI 
numbers.

• 34th Judicial District Attorney's (DA) 
Office received a grant from TXDOT to 
pay for UBER rides (thru Sep 2024) for 
persons out drinking.

• Active on Fridays-Mondays (0500 hrs).
• $20 allotted for each ride (not counting 

tips).
• Average ride in El Paso costs $14.
• Scan QR code to access DA's website.
• QR code is updated every Friday.
• This initiative has provided over 1K 

rides since December 2023.
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Directorate of Emergency Services
Access Control Points

Access Control Points:

Trusted traveler provides DoD sponsors the opportunity to bring additional patrons 
onto the installation; every occupant must show a valid form of identification.

Special events passes can be granted online at the Fort Bliss homepage. Passes 
range from one day to one year Community Access Pass. 

Harry R. Eckman, Chief of Police (harry.r.eckman.civ@army.mil)
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Alibis & Announcements

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil
)

Two-Minute Drill per Speaker

Fort Bliss Family Homes

Other Garrison / Installation Agencies

City Update

County Update
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Army Information Update

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

Army Information UpdatesClick here for Army Information Updates and links

https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/community-information-exchange-cie
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)

Questions & Answers
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)

Closing Comments
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MWR Sports Calendar

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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Youth Sports Calendar

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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Upcoming Events

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil

Armed Forces Day 
Parade & Celebration!
May 18 | 10AM | Smith-Bliss Field

Celebration immediately following the 
parade until 2PM.

Join us for fun activities, static military 
displays, food truck court, inflatables 

and more!

There will be a shuttle to view a rare 
mural by WWII Soldier Artist at the Old 

WBAMC, a once in a lifetime 
opportunity.
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MWR SFA Events

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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MWR Aquatics

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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MWR

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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MWR Auto Crafts/ Art & Hobby

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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MWR Youth Sports Events

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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MWR Youth Center Events/Programs

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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MWR Outdoor Recreation Events

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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MWR Army Community Service

Nancy Thomas-Mainor, ACS Director, 915-569-5864, nancy.thomas-mainor.civ@army.mil
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Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers

SGT Ingram, Elijah / Elijah.r.ingram.mil@army.mil

CALENDAR
APR-JUN
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The Main Highlights:
• Ongoing: Operation Helping Hand has started to allow the RSO to 

provide crisis support to Soldiers throughout the year, as emergencies 
arise in their lives. This is an opportunity for Soldiers to help Soldiers, no 
matter their rank or position.

• 24-26JUN:.Fort Bliss 2024 VBS 0900-1400 daily; those wishing to 
volunteer need to contact Dr. Rick Mendoza at 915-568-4334 

Upcoming Events and Activities

Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

For Virtual Religious Services and most
Updated worship service schedule, please visit

https://facebook.com/ftblisschaplain/ or call 915-568-1519

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil

https://facebook.com/ftblisschaplain/
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@Army.mil



WE ARE THE ARMY’S HOME

Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@Army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@Army.mil
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Army Continuing Education Services

Shannon Collins, ACES, 915-568-6683, Shannon.m.collins34.civ@army.mil

Upcoming

ACES Education Center-Graduation Recognition 
Ceremony

Apply for the 23-24 ACES Graduation!

Application Deadline: 20 MAY 24
Graduation: 06 JUN 24

Time: 1300

Location: 
NCO Leadership Center of Excellence

11291 SGT E Churchill St

To Apply: 
Contact Education Center 

915-568-6831
2917 Carrington Road

usarmy.bliss.imcom-hq.mbx.army-continuing-
education-

services11@army.mil

mailto:usarmy.bliss.imcom-hq.mbx.army-continuing-education-services11@army.mil
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Defense Commissary Agency 
(DeCA)

MAJ Caroe, Austin, 915-744-3767, austin.e.caroe.mil@army.mil

Yashara (Yas) Quinones-Valentin, 915-568-9945, Yashara.Quinones@deca.mil

Overview

Come join us in our Sidewalk Sale, Seafood Roadshow and Farmers Market from May 16th till May 
19th.   

Allow us to serve you through our COMMISSARY CLICK2GO program! In addition to the money you’ll 
save shopping your commissary, save time through the convenience of on-line ordering and getting 
your groceries delivered right to your car! - https://shop.commissaries.com/shop

CMC RIVERS (DeCA Senior Enlisted Advisor) Click2Go message https://vimeo.com/908851372

Commissaries begin phasing out single-use shopping bags:  Having begun with Guam stores 
March 15, moving to Hawaii's commissaries April 30, the initiative comes to continental U.S. stores in 
California and Washington State this summer (June 30th). 

Elimination of single-use bags will be a major shift in commissary patron shopping habits and DeCA 
will address potential concerns during the transition process. DeCA will also provide additional 
resources toward education and awareness to ease the transition.

The Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA) is always looking for new members to join our team. To 
search open positions in your area, please go to USAJOBS – Search, input “commissary” into the 
Keywords box and input your location into the search box.

 Interested military spouses can send inquiries directly to: Militaryspouse.employment@deca.mil. This 
email address is also used for military spouses to send resumes for consideration to open positions at 
their new duty station.

https://shop.commissaries.com/shop
https://vimeo.com/908851372
https://www.usajobs.gov/Search/Results?k=commissary
mailto:Militaryspouse.employment@deca.mil
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Fort Bliss Spouses’ Association

Nicole Carey, FBSA, 1stvp@thefbsa.org
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Scholarship Programs and Resources

For great resources and scholarship 
information: 

Scholarships and Resources

https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/army-emergency-relief-aer
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The Exchange

Becky Henry,  915-568-8851, ext 107, henryb@aafes.com

Events!

• Main Store
• Pet Show – May 18 from 1300 -1500
• National Poppy Day – May 24 from 1130 -1230
• Asian Pacific American – May 25 from 1300 -1400

• Make Your Voice Heard
• Have you seen good food truck
• Have you seen a vendor you would like to have on post?
• Need vending machines in your building?
• Contact the GM Office at 915-562-9552 ext. 107 to get the 

process started
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Armed Services YMCA
Summary

George Elsaesser, ASYMCA, 915-263-7164 ext 105, gelsaesser@asymca.org

We have a reoccurring volunteer opportunity at our JEFC:
• Tuesdays from 12:00 -4:00pm
• Wednesday From 10:30 -4:00pm
• Thursday from 1:00-4:00pm
• Friday from 10:30-4:00pm

Back to School Bash will be Aug 2, 2024 at our CDC; Time TBD

Thanksgiving Food giveaway-JEFC
Set up 11/21
Event 11/22 (1500-1800)

Cookies with Santa-JEFC
Set up 12/12
Event 12/13
Make up 12/16-20
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Armed Services YMCA
Summary

George Elsaesser, ASYMCA, 915-263-7164 ext 105, gelsaesser@asymca.org
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Armed Services YMCA
Summary

George Elsaesser, ASYMCA, 915-263-7164 ext 105, gelsaesser@asymca.org
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El Paso Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
Women’s Conference Dancing Backwards in High Heels

Cindy Ramos-Davidson, El Paso Hispanic Chamber, 915-566-4066, cindyramosdavidson@ephcc.org
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El Paso County

Lorena Rodriguez, El Paso County, 915-546-22154 ext. 3481, lorodriguez@epcounty.com

El Paso County we will be hosting a second round of community 
engagement meetings to gather your insights for our upcoming Multi-
year Capital Plan. Participate Virtually!

Go to: https://www.epcounty.com/OCPPM/community-
engagement.htm for Dates!

Join Us in Shaping the Future of El Paso County
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El Paso County
Women Veterans Month

Lorena Rodriguez, El Paso County, 915-546-22154 ext. 3481, lorodriguez@epcounty.com

In honor of Women Veterans Month, the County is asking for photos of Women veterans 
in uniform for our “Wall of Courage” – Deadline May 30th to: cvso@epcountytx.gov



WE ARE THE ARMY’S HOME

49

El Paso County
Other County Events

Lorena Rodriguez, El Paso County, 915-546-22154 ext. 3481, lorodriguez@epcounty.com

• May 31st to September 2024: Lights under the Lights at Ascarate Golf 
Course. BOGO Driving Range Ball special Fridays and Saturdays 
beginning at 7pm

• June: Movies After Sunsets (Dates/parks TBD)
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El Paso County
Volunteer Opportunity: Flag Retrieval day

Lorena Rodriguez, El Paso County, 915-546-22154 ext. 3481, lorodriguez@epcounty.com

In honor of Memorial Day and the red, white, and blue, we need volunteers 
on June 1st to help retrieve flags at Fort Bliss National Cemetery.
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El Paso County
Exciting Opportunity

Lorena Rodriguez, El Paso County, 915-546-22154 ext. 3481, lorodriguez@epcounty.com

El Paso County’s Communication Division is now accepting applications for 
the Marketing and Communications Intern position! 
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