
Community Information Exchange
15 February 2023



Community Information Exchange
Purpose:

To inform Command Family Readiness 
Representatives (CFRRs), Soldier & 
Family Readiness Groups (SFRGs), 
community leaders, and residents about
upcoming events for Fort Bliss and El 
Paso (next 90 days).

Attendees:
• Chair: Garrison CDR
• OPR: USAG DFMWR
• BN/CO CFRRs/SFRGs
• WBAMC: CDR/Deputy
• InstallationAgencies
• USAG Directorates & 

Support Offices
• School Liaisons
• City Representatives
• County Representatives

Agenda:
1. Opening Comments: Garrison CDR

2. Calendar Review: Garrison CDR

3. DFMWR Updates: Deana Garcia

4. WBAMC Update: CDR or Deputy

5. Two-Minute Drill
 Directorate of Public Works
 BBC
 DES
 Other Garrison / InstallationAgencies
 City Update
 County Update

6. Question & Answers (30 Minutes)
7. Closing Comments: Garrison CDR

Timing & Details:

Frequency: Monthly, except DEC & JUL
Time: 1 hour, 1200-1300, 3rd WED 

Location: Centennial Conf Center 

Medium: Facebook & In-Person Inputs:
• CG Decisions
• Bliss Synch Events Working Group
• Fort Bliss Ceremonies & Protocol Events
• Local Events & Community Relations

Primary POC:
USAG: Mr. Bill Ketcherside (DFMWR)

Outputs:
• Information for unit SFRGs
• CommunityAwareness & Advertising

POC: COL Brady, CDR USAG FBTX, james.a.brady12.mil@army.mil As of 29 NOV 22

mailto:james.a.brady12.mil@army.mil


Opening Comments



Upcoming Events



Upcoming Events 

Next 30 Days:
• 15FEB Thrive Training (RSO)
• 15FEB Community Information Exchange (DFMWR)
• 16FEB CARE Team Training (ACS)
• 16FEB Scream Free Marriage Seminar (ACS)
• 17FEB Bowling Tournament (DFWMR)
• 18FEB Freedom Crossing Truck Town (Freedom Crossing)
• 18FEB Warrior Zone UFC Watch Party (DFMWR)
• 18FEB Rod and Gun Club License to Carry (DFMWR)
• 18FEB 3 x 3 Holiday Basketball Challenge (DFMWR)
• 18FEB Art and Mardi Gras Market at the Auto & Crafts Center (DFMWR)
• 21 FEB: Housing Walking Town Hall @ N. Main Community (Housing)
• 20FEB Presidents Day Skins Golf Tourney (DFMWR)
• 20FEB East USO Presidents Day Storytime and Craft (USO)
• 21FEB East/West USO Mardi Gras Celebration (USO)
• 22FEB Thrive Training (RSO)
• 24FEB Lenten Soup and Bread Supper (RSO)
• 24FEB Bowling Tournament (DFMWR)
• 25FEB SAC North Franklin Summit Hike (DFMWR)
• 25FEB Warrior Zone Gaming Tournament (DFMWR)
• 25FEB Run for the Fallen (DFMWR)
• 25FEB Family Nerf Challenge (RSO)
• 28FEB Auto Clinic Overview (DFMWR)
• 27 FEB-02 MAR: Indoor Soccer Officials Clinic (DFMWR)

• 01MAR Thrive Training (RSO)
• 03MAR Bowling Tournament (DFMWR)
• 03MAR FAP Commander and 1SG Training (ACS)
• 04-05MAR SAC Kids on the Wall (DFMWR)
• 04MAR Rod and Gun Club License to Carry (DFMWR)
• 04MAR Aquatics Training Center Indoor Kayaking (DFMWR)
• 08-09MAR Commander’s Cup Basketball Semi Finals (DFMWR)
• 07MAR Storytime at Mickelson Library (DFMWR)
• 08MAR Thrive Training (RSO)
• 08MAR Laser Tag at Biggs Park (DFMWR)
• 11MAR SFRG Golf Tournament at Underwood (DFMWR)
• 11MAR Spring Break Madness Bowling at Strike Zone (DFMWR)
• 11MAR Dodgeball Tournament 
• 11MAR Heinrich Park Mtn Bike Challenge Trip (DFMWR/BOSS)
• 14 MAR: Walking Town Hall @ Paso Del Norte  (Housing)
• 14-16MAR Best Religious Affairs Team Competition (RSO)
• 15MAR Laser Tag at Biggs Park (DFMWR)
• 15MAR: Community Information Exchange (DFMWR)
• 15MAR Thrive Training (RSO)

*Indicates a Bliss is Back event

Click here for a list of Upcoming Events
POC: COL Brady, CDR USAG FBTX, james.a.brady12.mil@army.mil

https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/community-information-exchange-cie
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/care-team/5813126/8982
https://www.facebook.com/events/1372033743662507?ref=newsfeed
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/rod-and-gun-club
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/presidents-day-3v3-basketball-tournament/5882323/76524
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/mardi-gras-market/5843757/75442
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/north-franklin-mountain-summit-hike/5882310/76520
https://www.active.com/fort-bliss-tx/running/distance-running-races/run-for-the-fallen-2023
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/kids-day-wall/5865697/75230
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/rod-and-gun-club
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/story-time-mickelsen-library
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/spring-break-desert-madness/5796863/65015
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/community-information-exchange-cie
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/upcoming-community-events-and-programs
mailto:james.a.brady12.mil@army.mil


Upcoming Events 

Next 60 Days (continued):
18MAR St Paddy’s Day 0.5K Fun Run at Freedom Crossing (DFMWR)
18MAR St Paddy’s Day Golf Scramble at Underwood (DFMWR)
19MAR Bataan Memorial Death March at WSMR
23MAR Thrive Training (RSO)
25MAR Outdoors Day at the Rod & Gun Club (DFMWR)
30MAR Thrive Training (RSO)
31MAR Boxing Smoker at Stout PFC (DFMWR)
08APR Easter Egg Float at Replica Pool (DFMWR)
08APR Easter Brunch at Centennial (DFMWR)
09APR 23 Easter Sunrise Service @ Pershing Circle
15APR Post Wide Yard Sale (DFMWR)

Next 90 Days:
19APR: Community Information Exchange (DFMWR)
22APR: String Fling/Run for Recycling Earth Day (DFMWR & Fort Bliss Recycling)
29APR: Month of the Military Child Abuse Sexual Assault Prevention (MCCASA) Walk
29APR: Fort Bliss Spouses Association Tour of Homes
12MAY: Military Spouse Appreciation Day, Location: TBD (DFMWR)
14MAY: Mother’s Day Brunch at the Centennial (DFMWR)
20MAY: Armed Forces Day Parade and Celebration (DFMWR)

February Ongoing Classes and Events:
FAP CDR and 1SG Training (FAP): FEB 3
Stress Management Seminar (ACS): FEB, 15,22,24,27, MAR 1,6,8,13,15
Thrive Training (RSO): FEB,15,22
Commanders Cup Basketball (DFMWR): 16 JAN-09 MAR 

Click here for a list of Upcoming Events
POC: COL Brady, CDR USAG FBTX, james.a.brady12.mil@army.mil

* Indicates a Bliss is Back 
event

https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/st-paddys-day-05k-race/5887358/76703
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/st-patricks-day-golf-tournament/5830850/65745
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/border-rumble-boxing-smoker/5883885/75319
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/easter-brunch-centennial/5869712/66517
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/postwide-yard-sale/5890724/76830
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/community-information-exchange-cie
https://www.thefbsa.org/tour-of-homes
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/mothers-day-brunch/5867225/68072
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/acs/family-advocacy
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/upcoming-community-events-and-programs
mailto:james.a.brady12.mil@army.mil


Directorate of Family 
Morale Welfare 

Recreation



Directorate Family Morale Welfare and Recreation

POC: Deana Garcia/ 915-568-6995 / deana.garcia2.civ@army.mil

Army Community Service
• 16 February, SFRG Connects, 1230
• 25 February, Run for the Fallen, 0830
• 2 March, 2023 AER Campaign Kick Off & Food Truck Rally
• 1 March – 15 May AER Campaign 

• https://www.armyemergencyrelief.org/donate/
• Donation Form DA Form 4908

• 21 April, Annual Volunteer Ceremony, 1330

MWR Special Events
• 18 March, St. Paddy’s Day 0.5K Fun Run

• Register at Freedom Crossing LTS or at www.eventbrite.com
• 20 May, Armed Forces Day Parade

• Register at  www.bliss.armymwr.com

Bliss NOW magazine (armymwr.com)

https://www.armyemergencyrelief.org/donate/
http://www.eventbrite.com/
http://www.bliss.armymwr.com/
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/bliss-now


Directorate Family Morale Welfare and Recreation

POC: Deana Garcia/ 915-568-6995 / deana.garcia2.civ@army.mil

Child & Youth Services (CYS)
• Hourly Care is open, reservations can be made online.
• Special Openings
• State of Texas Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (P-EBT)

School Liaison Office (SLO)
• Spring Break Dates
• 4 April, School Council Meeting, 0900-1100 @ FRC

CYS Youth Sports
• Deadline for Coaches to sign-up (3 weeks prior)
• 28 February, Boys and Girls Tennis Deadline
• Vacancies for Sports Officials (Age 17 & Up, FLEX Position in DFMWR)

Business Operations
• Centennial Conference Center
• Underwood Golf Complex
• Desert Strike Lanes Bowling Center 

Open Meeting Spaces on Fort Bliss :: Ft. Bliss :: US Army MWR

https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/opening-meeting-spaces-fort-bliss


William Beaumont Army Medical Center

POC: Kristal Pinkney / 915-742-3878/ kristal.a.pinkney.civ@health.mil

How was your experience with us?  Let us know!
Patient Experience office: 
915-742-2692/2508
M-F, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Location: Main Campus, 18511 Highlander Medics St. 
1st Floor East Clinic Building

Visit our webpage and social media platforms!
FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/WBAMC1
Instagram: @wbamcpao
Twitter: @WBAMCArmyMed
Website: www.william-Beaumont.tricare.mil  



Two-Minute Drill per Speaker

Directorate of Public Works

Fort Bliss Family Homes
Directorate of Emergency Services
Other Garrison / Installation Agencies
City Update
County Update

Alibis & Announcements

POC: COL Brady, CDR USAG FBTX, james.a.brady12.mil@army.mil

mailto:james.a.brady12.mil@army.mil


Questions & Answers

POC: COL Brady, CDR USAG FBTX, james.a.brady12.mil@army.mil

mailto:james.a.brady12.mil@army.mil


Closing Comments

POC: COL Brady, CDR USAG FBTX, james.a.brady12.mil@army.mil

mailto:james.a.brady12.mil@army.mil


Back Up Slides



FMWR- 2023 Special Events Calendar

POC: Michele Wiernicki / 915-568-2554 / Michele.l.wiernicki.naf@army.mil



FMWR- 2023 Special Events Calendar

POC: Michele Wiernicki / 915-568-2554 / Michele.l.wiernicki.naf@army.mil



FMWR- 2023 Special Events Calendar

POC: Michele Wiernicki / 915-568-2554 / Michele.l.wiernicki.naf@army.mil



2023 Sports Calendar

POC: Michele Wiernicki / 915-568-2554 / Michele.l.wiernicki.naf@army.mil



2023 Youth Sports Calendar

POC: Michele Wiernicki / 915-568-2554 / Michele.l.wiernicki.naf@army.mil

https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/youth-sports

https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/youth-sports


MWR- 2023 Outdoor Recreation Calendar

POC: Michele Wiernicki / 915-568-2554 / Michele.l.wiernicki.naf@army.mil



Army Community Service

POC: Nancy Thomas-Mainor/ 915-569-5864 /nancy.thomas-mainor.civ@army.mil

Survivor Outreach Services



Army Community Service

POC: Nancy Thomas-Mainor/ 915-569-5864 /nancy.thomas-mainor.civ@army.mil

Financial Readiness Program 



Army Community Service

POC: Nancy Thomas-Mainor/ 915-569-5864 /nancy.thomas-mainor.civ@army.mil

Army Volunteer Corps



Army Community Service

POC: Nancy Thomas-Mainor/ 915-569-5864 /nancy.thomas-mainor.civ@army.mil

Family Advocacy Program 
2023 19th Annual MCCASA Walk

Purpose:  To educate our Fort Bliss Senior leaders, DoD employees, and the El Paso community 
on the Month of the Military Child, Child Abuse Awareness, and Sexual Assault (MCCASA) while 
partnering with Child and Youth Services (CYS), the SKIES Program, and DFMWR Marketing to 
bring awareness of the resiliency that our military youth experience while promoting child abuse 
prevention.  Music, inflatables, food trucks, static displays from the Ft. Bliss Fire Department, and 
an appearance by Mc Gruff the Crime Dog, gymnastics, cheerleading and a 1-mile walk makes 
this event family friendly.

Proponent:  Army Community Service-Family Advocacy Program/DFMWR

Who: Soldiers, DoD Civilians, and Community Partners 

What:  19th Annual MCCASA Walk 

When: 29 April, 2023 at Biggs Park from 1000-1400



Child Youth Services

POC: Dwain Gulley / 915-569-5065/ dwain.gulley.naf@mail.mil

School Liaison Office (SLO) 

EPISD
March 6-10 Intercession
March 13-17 Spring Break

SISD
March 6-17 Spring Intercession

YISD
March 6-10 Intercession
March 13-17 Spring Break

Canutillo ISD
March 6-10 Intercession
March 13-17 Spring Break

TISD
March 6-10 Extended Year/COVID Make Up
March 13-17 Spring Break

Gadsden ISD
March 13-17 Spring Break

Anthony ISD
March 6 Planning Work Day
March 7-10 Intercession
March 13-17 Spring Break

Clint ISD
March 6-10 Intercession
March 13-17 Spring Break

Fabens
March 6-10 Intercession
March 13-17 Spring Break

SEISD
March 6-17 Spring Intercession



Torch Road at Building 21227 – Main Project
• Phase I – Work Area
• Phase II – Two-way traffic, one in each direction
• Phase work area will be opposite upon completion of Phase I
• Begin Construction – 11/28/2022
• End Construction – 03/08/2023

Directorate of Public Works
Road Repairs at Torch & B21227

Phase I

Phase II

N

POC: Guillermo Garcia, P.E. (915) 569-8741 / guillermo.garcia97.civ@army.mil



Minue Road from Torch to Kosovo 
• Phase I – Work Area
• Phase II – Two-way traffic, one in each direction
• Phase work area will be opposite upon completion of Phase I
• Begin Construction – 12/15/2022
• End Construction – 07/15/2023

Directorate of Public Works
Road Repairs at Minue & Torch

Phase I

Phase IIN

POC: Sergio Lucero, P.E. (915) 568-5873 / Sergio.j.Lucero.civ@army.mil



Cassidy and Marshall Intersection
• Phase I – Work Area
• Phase II – Two-way traffic (East & West)
• Begin Construction – 4/3/2023
• End Construction – 11/3/2023

Directorate of Public Works
Road Repairs at Cassidy and Marshall

Cassidy Rd

Phase I

Phase II

N

POC: Ivan Teran (915) 568-5873 / Ivan.a.teran.civ@army.mil



Directorate of Public Works

DPW POC: Marivi Travieso / 915-569-6124/ marivi.travieso.civ@army.mil

Water Line Installation Traffic Control Plan

• Location: Longknife Rd 
• Road Impacts: Reduce two-lane road to one-

lane along Longknife Rd. in 200m (656 ft) 
increments 

• Begin Construction: 06 March 2023
• End Construction: 30 June 2023

• Location: Old Ironsides Rd 

• Road Impacts: Alternating partial lane 
closures along Old Ironsides Rd. from 
Sergeant Major Blvd. to Golf War Dr.

• Begin Construction: 19 June 2023

• End Construction: 31 October 2023



Directorate of Emergency Services

POC MAJ Justin Smith/ 915-744-9363/ justin.c.smith116.mil@army.mil

Directorate of Emergency Services – Physical Security Division

Fort Bliss Community Access Pass
• Personnel not affiliated with Fort Bliss can obtain a three-year community access pass after 

passing a criminal history background check at VCCs.

• Pass allows the public access to Fort Bliss through any open ACP 0600-2200.

• To receive pass, visitors are required to use Real-ID compliant driver’s license or state-
issued identification card.

• Visitors can convert their current “Recreational Pass” into a Community Access Pass.

QR Code
• This QR Code will lead you to the Official Fort Bliss Gate Information Website. This 

website is where visitors will be able to read about the requirements for the Community 
Access Pass prior to arriving at the VCC.



Directorate of Emergency Services

POC MAJ Justin Smith/ 915-744-9363/ justin.c.smith116.mil@army.mil

Directorate of Emergency Services – Physical Security Division

ACP Hours of Operation Changes (30 JAN 2023)
CSM Barreras ACP: 
• 0500-2100 
• Monday-Friday
Chaffee ACP:
• 0500-2100
• Monday-Friday
SGT Duran ACP:
• 0500-1300
• Monday-Friday
Sheridan ACP:
• 0500-1700
• Monday-Friday
Minue ACP:
• 0500-1000 & 1600-2000
• Monday-Friday



Directorate of Emergency Services

POC MAJ Justin Smith/ 915-744-9363/ justin.c.smith116.mil@army.mil

Directorate of Emergency Services – Fire and Emergency Services

• Facility Manager Training is conducted the first Wednesday of 
every month at building 11190 (GIF) from 0900 to 1000.

• The following can be scheduled through the Fire Prevention 
Office at (915) 744-8194/95.

• Hot Work Permit Training and Permit issuance for fixed 
facilities (i.e. motor pools). Annual Requirement.

• Fire drills
• Fire Safety Training
• Fire Extinguisher Inspection Training



RSO Events for Bliss is Back (BiB) 
BiB Campaign  01 FEB 23 thru 15 APR 23

Friday 24 FEB 23 | Lenten Soup & Bread Supper | 1800-2000 | Bldg. 440 Pershing Rd. 
[Supper followed by games]

Thursday 14 FEB 23 | Fort Bliss Prayer Breakfast | 0700-0850 | Centennial Conference Center  

Saturday 25 FEB 23 | Family Nerf Wars | 1600-1900 | Biggs Park | [Pizza, Snack, and Drinks]

14-16 MAR 23 | Best Religious Affairs Specialists Competition (BRASC] 

09 APR 23 | Easter Sunrise Service | 0700 |Pershing Circle (North side of Center Chapel 1) 
– Sage Hall in the event of inclement weather.

POC: CH (MAJ) Kevin B. Mucher | (915) 525-8663 | kevin.b.mucher.mil@army.mil 



Fort Bliss & 1st Armored Division Museum
1AD Museum Hours of Operation

POC: Pablo Jasso/ 915-568-4430 /pablo.jasso.civ@army.mil

Museum Early Closing 1445 on 17 Feb.
Featuring 3 Venues for Events, Ceremonies, Promotions, Trainings:

Ceremony Space (400 seats, not available Thursdays)
Closed Feb 20 in Observance of Presidents Day

Auditorium (180 seats)
Reception Area (20-30) 
For Reservations call:

Front Counter – (915) 568-4438
Director – (915) 568-5771, Curator – (915) 568-4421

Monday-Friday 0900-1545



The Exchange

POC: Becky Henry/ 915-568-8851, ext 107/ henryb@aafes.com

Now Open!
• Bath & Body Works-Freedom Crossing

• Hours of Operation-0900-2000 Mon-Sun
• H&R Block- Freedom Crossing 

• Hours of Operation will vary
• H&R Block-Gulf Victory

• Please call (915) 566-5639 to schedule an appointment

Events!
• Truck Town - Promenade next to the Grand Theater

• Saturday, 18 February, 1200-1600
• St. Patty’s Fest – Promenade next to Grand Theater

• Friday, 17 March, 1800-2100



Fort Bliss Spouses’ Association (FBSA)
Save the Date!

For more updates!



Fort Bliss Spouses’ Association (FBSA)
Other activities

FBSA Webpage

FBSA Facebook

POC: Patty Taguba/ marketing@thefbsa.org

mailto:marketing@thefbsa.org


Armed Services YMCA

Mission: Enhances the lives of military members and their families in 
spirit, mind and body through programs relevant to the unique challenges 
of military life, in El Paso, since 1921.

www.asymca.org/elp 

Strengthening Military Families

JEFC: Emergency 
assistance with 
household goods, 
clothing, and an 
emergency food pantry 
including diapers and 
wipes.

CDC: Child development 
with STEAM curriculum,  
Operation Hero, 
Operation Little Learners, 
Back to School Bash, and 
Summer Camp

LODGE: Is a 2-star 
accommodation 
comprising 51 air-
conditioned rooms with 
internet, gym and more 
for the Sergeants Major 
Academy students.

Children’s Waiting 
Room: offers 2 hours of 
free child watch for all 
active-duty military and 
their families. Serves 
ages 6 months to 12 
years old.

FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS

POC: George Elsaesser/ 915- 263-7164 ext. 106/ gelsaesser@asymca.org

http://www.asymca.org/elp


Armed Services YMCA

www.asymcaep.org/elp

Strengthening Military Families

POC: George Elsaesser/ 915- 263-7164 ext. 106/ gelsaesser@asymca.org

http://www.asymcaep.org/elp


Armed Services YMCA

www.asymcaep.org/elp

Strengthening Military Families

Children’s Waiting Room
We have expanded availability for this program to all active-duty 
military and their families who have on post medical 
appointments. This includes WBAMC and all on-post clinics.

Junior Enlisted Family Center
The Junior Enlisted Family Center is growing! We have 

expanded this program to include building 1480 Cassidy Road. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POC: George Elsaesser/ 915- 263-7164 ext. 106/ gelsaesser@asymca.org

http://www.asymcaep.org/elp
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