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Community Information Exchange

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

Purpose:

To  inform Command Family Readiness 
Representatives (CFRRs), Soldier & 
Family Readiness Groups (SFRGs), 
community leaders, and residents about 
upcoming events for Fort Bliss and El 
Paso (next 90 days).

Attendees:
• Chair: Garrison CDR
• OPR: USAG DFMWR
• BN/CO CFRRs/SFRGs
• WBAMC: CDR/Deputy
• Installation Agencies
• USAG Directorates 

& Support Offices
• School Liaisons
• City Representatives
• County Representatives

Agenda:
1. Opening Comments: Garrison CDR

2. Calendar Review: Garrison CDR

3. DFMWR Updates: Marketing MGR or Rep

4. WBAMC Update: CDR or CMD Rep

5. Directorate of Public Works

6. Directorate of Emergency Services

7. Two-Minute Drill
 Fort Bliss Family Homes (BBC)
 Other Garrison / Installation Agencies
 City Update
 County Update

8. Question & Answers (30 Minutes)
9. Closing Comments: Garrison CDR

Timing & Details:

Frequency: Monthly, except DEC & JUL 
Time: 1 hour, 1200-1300, 3rd Wed 
Location: Centennial Conf Center

Medium: Facebook & In-Person Inputs:
• CG Decisions
• Bliss Synch Events Working Group
• Fort Bliss Ceremonies & Protocol Events
• Local Events & Community Relations

Primary POC:
USAG: Ms. Deana Garcia (DFMWR)

Outputs:
• Information for unit SFRGs
• Community Awareness & Advertising
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Opening Comments
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Upcoming Events

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

Monster Bash
Oct. 18-19 | 5-9PM | Biggs 

Park
Celebrate Monster Bash!

Enjoy a magic show starting at 
7 p.m. There will be 3 haunted 
houses to choose from: Barely 

Scary, Kinda Scary & Very 
Scary!

This event is open to the 
public and free to attend! If 

you attend Saturday, be sure 
to join the Spook-a-thon runs! 
Choose to run from Zombies 
or enjoy the Pumpkin Patch 

run! 
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Family Services EFMP

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

DID YOU KNOW? 
• A Family Travel Screening can be initiated as soon as assignment 

instructions are received.
-  As soon as a Soldier receives OCONUS Assignment Instructions, they can 

initiate a Family Travel Screening, there is no need to wait until Levy.
• An EFMP enrollment requires an update every 3 years.

- An expired EFMP enrollment will not “fall off,” those enrolled in EFMP must 
be disenrolled or the packet must be updated with current information.

• An EFMP enrollment will extend a Family Travel Screening.
-    If a family member is identified as warranted for enrollment during a Family 
Travel Screening, the Screening is put on hold and an enrollment is initiated. 
The Screening will resume once an enrollment is completed.

• E-EFMP is the system for EFMP processing – efmp.army.mil.
- All EFMP processes must be completed through E-EFMP.  

All these processes can impact timelines for those pending assignments. 
Be proactive and be prepared!
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Next 30 Days:
• 16 OCT: Anthony Gap Cave trip
• 18-19 OCT: Monster Bash
• 19 OCT: Spook-a-thon Run
• 19 OCT: 2024 Club Championship
• 21 OCT-01 NOV: Dia de los Deadlifts
• 25 OCT: Spooky Floating Pumpkin Patch
• 25-27 OCT: Halloween Classic
• 26 OCT: MYC Harvest Fest
• 26 OCT: Star Mountain Gymnastics Meet
• 26-27 OCT: Zombie Fun Shoot
• 01 NOV: EFMP Fall Festival
• 02 NOV: Fort Bliss Yard Sale
• 09 NOV: Trap Match

Next 60 Days:
• 21 NOV: Friendsgiving Lunch
• 23 NOV: Turkey Trot
• 23 NOV: Turkey Shoot Golf Tournament
• 23 NOV: Gobble Wobble Fitness Challenge
• 25 NOV: RYC Thanksgiving Camp 
• 27 NOV: Cranksgiving

Upcoming Events

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

Next 90 Days:
• 05 DEC: Zumba Under the Stars
• 06 DEC: Christmas Tree Lighting Celebration
• 07 DEC: Jingle Dash
• 08 DEC: Breakfast with Santa
• 14 DEC: Wreaths across America
• 14 DEC: Christmas Golf Sale
• 15 DEC: Holiday Brunch
• 12 DEC: NYE Bingo

Ongoing Classes and Events:
• Youth Sports Calendar
• Girls Spring Volleyball
• Military Spouse Morning Social
• Military Spouse and Soldier Employment Readiness Workshop
• Coffee and Connections with EFMP

https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/anthony-gap-cave/6586227/93078
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/monster-bash/6546537/92064
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/fort-bliss-spook-thon/6569189/92670
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/2024-club-championship/6566864/92566
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/dia-de-los-deadlifts/6546529/92060
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/spooky-floating-pumpkin-patch/6586226/93077
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/10th-annual-nathaniel-lacour-halloween-classic-basketball-tournament/6569176/92669
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/myc-harvest-fest/6564332/82601
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/star-mountain-classic-gymnastics-meet/6536020/82922
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/zombie-fun-shoot/6536021/82599
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/king-or-queen-range-trap-match/6536024/83928
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/gobble-wobble-fitness-challenge/6585867/83386
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/cranksgiving/6586222/93075
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/dancing-under-stars/6586224/93076
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/youth-sports
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/girls-spring-volleyball
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/military-spouse-morning-social
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/military-spouse-and-soldier-employment-readiness-workshop
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/military-spouse-and-soldier-employment-readiness-workshop
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/coffee-and-connections-efmp
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Community Events

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

Date Time Event Location Comments
18 OCT 1930 Night Women Hike 

at Cardiac Hill
Chuck Heinrich 
Memorial Park

$5

19 OCT 1600 Halloween Town Art Show & 
Market

El Paso County 
Coliseum

Varies

20 OCT 0800 2024 AIA El Paso Architecture 
Run- 5K Run and Fun Walk

Paso del Norte 
Hotel

$30

24 OCT 1700 YMCA Walk A Mile In Her 
Shoes

San Jacinto Plaza $25

26 OCT 0800 Amazing Scavenger 
Hunts! Sun City Escapade 

San Jacinto 
Plaza

$12.99

26 OCT 0900 12 Hours Old El Paso Bowen Ranch 
Roundhouse

Varies

27 OCT 1900 Wheel of Fortune Live! Abraham Chavez 
Theatre

$31.50 and 
Up

03 NOV 0800 Annual Miner Dash & Family 
Fitness

UTEP Centennial 
Plaza

$25
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• Army Community Service
– 6 November: Military Spouse Morning Social 

• Business Operations
– 26-27 October: Zombie Fun Shoot

• Youth Center
– 25 October: MYC Harvest Festival

• MWR Events
– 18-19 October: Monster Bash

• Outdoor Recreation
– 19 October: Wine Tour
– 20 October: Intro to Climbing

• Sports Fitness and Aquatics
– 19 October: Spook-A-Thon (Zombie Run and Pumpkin Patch Dash)
– 25 October: Spooky Floating Pumpkin Patch

Directorate Family Morale Welfare and 
Recreation

Marlo Brestar, 915-568-2554, Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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• Clinical
‒ Flu Vaccines are still pending; however, pediatric (6m to 36m) vaccines are available.  

Call appointment line to book appointment.
‒ Additionally, flu vaccines for anyone 65+ are also available. 
‒ Access to Care: Appointment line (915-742-2273).  Hours: 0645-1630

• Happenings     
‒ Patient and Family Partnership Council (PFPC) will be November 7th at 11:00 a.m. in 

the WBAMC Clinical Assembly Room (CAR). 
‒ Children’s Waiting Room (CWR) are by appointment only; call 915-742-9926/0975. 

Hours are  Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
‒ Our phone operator line is 915-742-7777 (NOT the appointment line) and is 24 hours a 

day seven days a week; there is an option to speak to an information receptionist 
during duty hours.   

‒ Your feedback is important; please take the time to fill out your JOES and TRISS 
surveys.

‒ Visit our website for current information:  https://william-beaumont.tricare.mil/

William Beaumont Army Medical Center
Patient Information

Kristal Pinkney, 915-742-3878, kristal.a.pinkney.civ@health.mil

https://william-beaumont.tricare.mil/
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Directorate of Emergency Services
Police Services

Todd Pidone, Interim Chief of Police (todd.m.pidone.civ@army.mil)

Trick or Treating will be on 31 October 2024

 1800 – 2000 hours

 Portions of Sheridan Road will be shut down to vehicular traffic

 All housing areas will have Military Police walking and vehicle patrols in addition to 
the normal law enforcement professionals

 All non-DoD personnel visiting Fort Bliss will require valid Fort Bliss visitor pass or 
escorted by DoD-ID cardholder under trusted traveler to enter main post

 Random Anti-terrorism Measures will be conducted throughout the evening in the 
noncontiguous housing areas

 If you see something, contact the DES Consolidate Dispatch at 
744-2115
744-2116
744-2117
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Directorate of Emergency Services
Police Services

Todd Pidone, Interim Chief of Police (todd.m.pidone.civ@army.mil)

Weapons Policy Update:
On 9 Aug 2024, the DES changed from an apprehension to education policy for 
certain weapon violations

Weapons storage containers in the VCCs is currently under review

 The two biggest violations are unregistered and improperly stored weapons

Weapons can be registered online or through the QR-Code located at all ACPs and 
AAFES gun counter.  Do not bring a weapon to any location

 Registered weapons can only be stored in quarters, unit arms room or the Rod and 
Gun Club

 References: AR 190-11 & FB 27-5 (Prohibited Conduct)
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Directorate of Emergency Services
Police Services

Todd Pidone, Interim Chief of Police (todd.m.pidone.civ@army.mil)
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 Individual Internship Program (Part of CSP): SMs exiting military service are 
afforded the opportunity under CSP to conduct DASG training program to become 
a DASG upon completion of military obligation.

 CSM Barreras ACP will close for 18-24 months beginning January 2025.

 Veteran Health Identification Card (VHIC) must be registered at a VCC to utilize 
for access to the installation for up to three years.

 VHIC cannot serve as a sponsor for trusted traveler; non-DoD 
passengers must have a valid pass.

 Leaders can share with DES through the ACP Leader Check QR-Code.

Directorate of Emergency Services
Physical Security

Patrick Dyer, Physical Security Chief, patrick.s.dyer.civ@army.mil
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Communication fiber installation. Manholes and overhead pull, on 
Carter Rd and Bradley Rd

‒ Construction start Date: 21 OCT 2024.
‒ Completion timeline approximately 1 day (7AM - 5 PM).

‒ AB Powers will be coordinating with DES for traffic control.

Directorate of Public Works
UESC Fiber Installation

Mrs. Marivi Travieso, 915-569-6124, Marivi.travieso.civ@army.mil
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Communication fiber installation. Manholes and overhead pull, on 
Chaffee Rd and Pleasonton Rd

‒ Construction start Date: 22 OCT 2024.
‒ Completion timeline approximately 1 day (7AM - 5 PM).

‒ AB Powers will be coordinating with DES for traffic control.

Directorate of Public Works
UESC Fiber Installation

Mrs. Marivi Travieso, 915-569-6124, Marivi.travieso.civ@army.mil
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Communication fiber installation. Manholes and overhead pull, on 
Chaffee Rd and Bradley Rd

‒ Construction start Date: 28 OCT 2024.
‒ Completion timeline approximately 1 day (7AM - 5 PM).

‒ AB Powers will be coordinating with DES for traffic control.

Directorate of Public Works
UESC Fiber Installation

Mrs. Marivi Travieso, 915-569-6124, Marivi.travieso.civ@army.mil
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POC: Duston Horacek (602) 628-1366
Project: 

FBWSC working on re-drilling 2 existing water wells
Road Impacts: 

Chaffee Rd, North of SPUR 601 - Water hose to be laid across road, 
will use specialized traffic rated ramps to allow traffic flow to cross 
hose & continue

Schedule
Well 13

Starting early November 2024
Ending Early January 2025

Well 11
Starting January 2025
Ending March 2025

Directorate of Public Works
FBWSC Wells 11 & 13

Duston Horacek, FBWSC, Duston.Horacek@asusinc.com, 602-628-1366
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Directorate of Public Works
FBWSC Wells 11 & 13

Duston Horacek, FBWSC, Duston.Horacek@asusinc.com, 602-628-1366

Water hose 
crossing Chaffee 
road, outfitted with 
traffic rated ramps

Well 13, 
B3699

B3695
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Two-Minute Drill per Speaker

FBSA

AAFES
ASYMCA

Visit El Paso

El Paso County

Alibis & Announcements

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil
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Questions & Answers

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil
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Closing Comments

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil
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MWR Sports Calendar

Marlo Brestar, 915-568-2554, Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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Youth Sports Calendar

Marlo Brestar, 915-568-2554, Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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BOD Events/Programs

Marlo Brestar, 915-568-2554, Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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MWR Aquatics
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MWR Ironworks/ Sports
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MWR Group Fitness
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MWR Outdoor Recreation
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MWR BOSS



30Nancy Thomas-Mainor, 915-569-5864, nancy.thomas-mainor.civ@army.mil

Army Community Service
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil

Upcoming Events and Activities

The Main Highlights:
• Ongoing: Operation Helping Hand has started to allow the RSO to provide crisis 

support to Soldiers throughout the year, as emergencies arise in their lives. This is 
an opportunity for Soldiers to help Soldiers, no matter their rank or position.

• Ongoing: AWANA Tuesday @ 1730
• 18OCT: Sukkot Shabbat @ CC3 (Jewish)
• 25OCT: Simchat Torah @ CC3 (Jewish)
• 28NOV: CC2 Thanksgiving Mass (Catholic)
• 22NOV: Fort Bliss Homeschool Association Friendsgiving
• 06DEC: Fort Bliss Homeschool Association Christmas Party

For Virtual Religious Services and most Updated 
worship service schedule, please visit

https://facebook.com/ftblisschaplain/ or call 915-568-1519

https://facebook.com/ftblisschaplain/
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil

Annual RSO Thanksgiving 
Turkey and Food Basket

Friday 22NOV2024

More details coming soon….
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil

Jewish High Holiday Services
Soldiers, Civilians, Families, and Community Members Welcome!

All services and meals will be at Center Chapel 3 unless otherwise noted

Service Times – 5785/2024

Sukkot Shabbat*  – 18 OCT, 1800 service
      1930 dinner
*Supported by Jewish Federation of El Paso and PJ 
Library!

Simchat Torah  – 25 OCT, 1800 service
      1930 dinner

POC: CH (MAJ) David Frommer, Jewish Chaplain
          david.p.frommer.mil@army.mil, (646) 648-2778
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil



36

Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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1st AD Fort Bliss and NCO Museums

Naomi Absalon, Ft. Bliss Museums, 915-568-4430

• Tank Fest 2024
‒ Saturday, November 2nd from 10am -2pm in museum’s backlot
‒ Sneak peak of our new indoor tank park
‒ “Tank Park Talk” @ 11am with our Curator
‒ Outdoor static displays of 1AD vehicle with their crews
‒ Family Friendly Activities
‒ Food for purchase on site
AND…..

• “Make a Tank” Cardboard Tank Making Competition
‒ Create your own cardboard tank at home out of recycled materials and bring it 

to the museum during Tank Fest for judging. 

‒ See the 1AD and Ft Bliss Museum’s Facebook for contest rules.

‒ Family friendly contest, open to ALL ages. 



38

Fort Bliss Spouses’ Association

Renee Fletcher, FBSA, president@thefbsa.org

Learn More
thefbsa.org

UPCOMING EVENTS:
• October’s Murder Mystery Luncheon – 10/24/24; location 

& time TBD
• Thrift Shop Events:

• 10/15 - 10/19: Friendsgiving Event. Shoppers 
wearing themed clothing will receive a discount.

• Operation Deploy Your Dress Hours: Wed 1100-1330 & 
2nd/4th Sat 1000-1300
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Defense Commissary Agency
(DeCA)

Yashara (Yas) Quinones-Valentin, 915-568-9945, Yashara.Quinones@deca.mil

Overview
 At Fort Bliss Commissary, we’re committed to making a positive impact in our community. As part of our 

ongoing efforts, we’re participating in the Bliss Feed Families campaign through the end of 2024 into 2025. 
This initiative focuses on combating hunger by creating and distributing food bags to families in need.

 Join us for an Employee Pumpkin Carving Contest at the commissary from October 14th-31st. Customers 
will be able to vote for their favorite carving done by employee’s, and the winner will be drawn on the 31st.

 DeCA will be conducting a train the trainer and barracks cooking class for our community on October 22nd . 
Also, on October 23rd a senior leader brief/tour will be conducted at the Commissary to help improving 
quality of life for our troops by explaining better and healthier options available to shop at the Fort Bliss 
commissary.  

 The commissary remains committed to our military communities by increasing store operating hours to 
better meet your needs. Commissary will now remain open during all federal holidays EXCEPT New Year’s 
Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas.

  The commissary will be open from 0800-1600 in observance of Columbus Day/Indigenous People’s Day on 
October 14th, 2024.

  The Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA) is always looking for new members to join our team. To search 
open positions in your area, please go to USAJOBS – Search, input “commissary” into the Keywords box 
and input your location into the search box. Interested military spouses can send inquiries directly to: 
Militaryspouse.employment@deca.mil.
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The Exchange

JoAnne Cahalan, 915-562-8851, ext. 1131202

• Exchange
• Organizations can now begin signing up for Gift Wrapping 

dates 

• Main Store
• Trick or Treat Event – 25 Oct 1600-1700
• Toyland Grand Opening – 26 Oct – events all day 
• Pet Fashion Show – 26 Oct 1300

• Best Pet Costumes – $25.00 AAFES Gift Card
• Veteran Day Event – 11 Nov 2024 at 1000

• Cake
• Coin Presentation

Events!
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The Exchange

JoAnne Cahalan, 915-562-8851, ext. 1131202

• Life Style Center Food Court
• Trick or Treat Events – Craft Table – 25 Oct 1400-1700
• Spooky Edition Chalk the Block – 26 Oct 1300-1600
• Halloween Coloring Contest – 31 Oct 

• Freedom Crossing
• Freedom Fright – 25 Oct 1700-2100
• Freedom Fest – 2 Nov 1200-1800
• Tree Lighting Ceremony – 15 Nov 1700-2000

• Services
• Breast Cancer Awareness Fridays – 18 & 25 Oct 1100-1230
• Halloween Event – 25 Oct 1500-1700
• Veterans' Day Celebration – 8 Nov 1100-1230

Events!
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The Exchange

JoAnne Cahalan, 915-562-8851, ext. 1131202

Exchange Holiday Gift Wrapping at Freedom 
Crossing

Julie Garcia Email-Garciajulie@aafes.com 
915-562-9551 Ext 1131202

 or
Becky Henry Email-Henryb@aafes.com 
915-562-9551 Ext 1131203

Gift wrapping will be available from 
23 November thru 24 December

Units / FRGs can enter for a drawing for prime dates: 
Saturday, Sunday, Black Friday and week before 
Christmas

Nov 23, 24, 29 & 30
Dec 1, 7, 8, 14, 15, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23 & 24
Drawing will be held Monday, 11 November

Events!

The Exchange will provide wrapping and tape

mailto:Email-Garciajulie@aafes.com
mailto:Email-Henryb@aafes.com
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Armed Services YMCA

Jerry Jacobitz , ASYMCA, 915-263-7164 ext. 106, jjacobitz@asymca.org

Summary

We have a reoccurring volunteer opportunity at our JEFC: 
Tuesdays from 12:00 -4:00pm
Wednesday From 10:30 -4:00pm Thursday from 1:00-
4:00pm Friday from 10:30-4:00pm

Operation Ride Home
Travel Window 1 Nov 24-31 Jan 25

Thanksgiving Food giveaway-JEFC
Set up 11/21
Event 11/22 (1500-1800)

Cookies with Santa-JEFC
Set up 12/12 Event 12/13
Make up 12/16-20
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Armed Services YMCA

Jerry Jacobitz , ASYMCA, 915-263-7164 ext. 106, jjacobitz@asymca.org

Summary
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Armed Services YMCA

Jerry Jacobitz , ASYMCA, 915-263-7164 ext. 106, jjacobitz@asymca.org

Summary
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El Paso County

Lorena Rodriguez, El Paso County, 915-546-22154 ext. 3481, lorodriguez@epcounty.com

Volunteer Opportunity

• El Paso County Volunteer Services in partnership with Commissioner Sergio 
Coronado, Pct. 4

• This is an amazing opportunity to help your community and earn community 
service hours!
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El Paso County

Lorena Rodriguez, El Paso County, 915-546-22154 ext. 3481, lorodriguez@epcounty.com

Sheriff’s Office Zombie Run & Trunk or Treat Fall 
Festival

https://runsignup.com/Race/TX/ElPaso/SheriffSZombieRun 

https://runsignup.com/Race/TX/ElPaso/SheriffSZombieRun
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El Paso County

Lorena Rodriguez, El Paso County, 915-546-22154 ext. 3481, lorodriguez@epcounty.com

2024 Victims Walk

Feel free to share this link with friends, family, and anyone else who would like to stand 
against crime! https://bookwhen.com/epdistrictattorney/e/ev-s0p0-20241027070000 

https://bookwhen.com/epdistrictattorney/e/ev-s0p0-20241027070000


49

El Paso County

Lorena Rodriguez, El Paso County, 915-546-22154 ext. 3481, lorodriguez@epcounty.com

Ilumina Public Library Calendar of Events
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El Paso County

Lorena Rodriguez, El Paso County, 915-546-22154 ext. 3481, lorodriguez@epcounty.com

Coming Soon to Freedom Crossing! 

• The County will be installing a Kiosk (where technology 
integrates services and interfaces with internal departments 
into the platform).

• The kiosks are geared to expand services for residents who 
reside further from the Courthouse and other County 
facilities. 

• Services include: 
• Payments
• Accessing the courts and justice case management 

system, Enterprise Justice 
• Case Portal Access
• Information about County Departments
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