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Community Information Exchange

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

Purpose:

To  inform Command Family Readiness 
Representatives (CFRRs), Soldier & 
Family Readiness Groups (SFRGs), 
community leaders, and residents about 
upcoming events for Fort Bliss and El 
Paso (next 90 days).

Attendees:
• Chair: Garrison CDR
• OPR: USAG DFMWR
• BN/CO CFRRs/SFRGs
• WBAMC: CDR/Deputy
• Installation Agencies
• USAG Directorates 

& Support Offices
• School Liaisons
• City Representatives
• County Representatives

Agenda:
1. Opening Comments: Garrison CDR

2. Calendar Review: Garrison CDR

3. DFMWR Updates: Marketing MGR or Rep

4. WBAMC Update: CDR or CMD Rep

5. Directorate of Public Works

6. Directorate of Emergency Services

7. Two-Minute Drill
 Fort Bliss Family Homes (BBC)
 Other Garrison / Installation Agencies
 City Update
 County Update

8. Question & Answers (30 Minutes)
9. Closing Comments: Garrison CDR

Timing & Details:

Frequency: Monthly, except DEC & JUL 
Time: 1 hour, 1200-1300, 3rd Wed 
Location: Centennial Conf Center

Medium: Facebook & In-Person Inputs:
• CG Decisions
• Bliss Synch Events Working Group
• Fort Bliss Ceremonies & Protocol Events
• Local Events & Community Relations

Primary POC:
USAG: Ms. Deana Garcia (DFMWR)

Outputs:
• Information for unit SFRGs
• Community Awareness & Advertising
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Opening Comments
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Upcoming Events

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

Christmas Tree 
Lighting Celebration

Dec. 6 | 5-8PM | Center Chapel 
One

Spend the evening with MWR, RSO 
and Recycling for a traditional tree 
lighting celebration! Enjoy FREE 
crafts, games, inflatables and a 
snow slide! Food Trucks will be 
available for food purchase. For 
more information, call 915-588-

8247.
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Combined Federal Campaign 

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

The Combined Federal Campaign streamlines ways for federal employees (Service 
Members and DoD Civilians) donate through allotments or a one-time donation to a 
charity of their choosing. 

2024 Fort Bliss Combined Federal Campaign ends 13 January 2025. 

2024 CFC Fort Bliss Goal is $15,500
Current Status: $1155

This is your opportunity to donate. You can do so by clicking the QR code or contact 
your unit CFC Representative.  

If you don’t know you your Unit CFC Representative is, please contact 
CFC POC Mr. Michael Dawkins at 569-7296 or Michael.a.Dawkins.civ@army.mil 

Visit the CFC website at givecfc.org 

Together as a great team, we all can work to make a big impact!

mailto:Michael.a.Dawkins.civ@army.mil
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Next 30 Days:
• NOW - 14 DEC: Kids Outdoor Scavenger Hunt
• 21 NOV: Friendsgiving Lunch
• 23 NOV: Turkey Trot 5K
• 23 NOV: Turkey Shoot Golf Tournament
• 23 NOV: Gobble Wobble Fitness Challenge
• 25 NOV: RYC Thanksgiving Camp
• 25 NOV – 13 DEC: Santa’s Mailbox
• 25 NOV – 13 DEC: 15 Days of Holiday 

Giveaways
• 27 NOV: Cranksgiving
• 05 DEC: Zumba under the Stars
• 06 DEC: Christmas Tree Lighting Celebration
• 07 DEC: Jingle Dash
• 07 DEC: Parent’s Day Out
• 07 DEC: Santa’s Basketball Slam Tournament
• 08 DEC: Breakfast with Santa
• 09 DEC – 02 JAN: Youth Swim Lessons
• 14 DEC: Wreaths Across America
• 14 DEC: Christmas Golf Sale
• 14 DEC: Army VS Navy
• 15 DEC: Holiday Brunch
• 21 DEC: Christmas Ham Shootout

Next 60 Days:
• 28 DEC: NYE Bingo
• 25 JAN: Half Marathon
• 25 JAN: Trap Match

Upcoming Events

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

Ongoing Classes and Events:
DEC: Youth Sports Basketball Jamboree

https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/kids-outdoor-scavenger-hunt
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/turkey-trot-5k/6603196/93518
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/thanksgiving-turkey-shoot-golf-tournament/6606642/83394
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/gobble-wobble-fitness-challenge/6585867/83386
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/myc-thanksgiving-camp/6595782/93283
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/cranksgiving/6586222/93075
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/zumba-under-stars/6586224/93076
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/holiday-tree-lighting-and-celebration/6607185/93855
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/jingle-dash/6606647/83926
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/parents-day-out/6600702/79861
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/aquatics-training-center/youth-swim-lessons
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/17171/Overview
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Community Events

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

Date Time Event Location Comments
20-23 
NOV

0800 Amazing Scavenger 
Hunts!: Sun City 
Escapade

San Jacinto Plaza $12.99

26 NOV-
01 DEC

1930 Beetlejuice Plaza Theatre $50 and Up

28 NOV 0730 15th Annual Iron Turkey Up and Running $30

01-15 DEC Varies Run the 915 Virtual $45

06-08 DEC Varies The Nutcracker UTEP Magoffin 
Auditorium

Varies

11 DEC 1630 International Hiking Day Franklin Mountains $5

21-22 
DEC

Varies Tina: The Tina Turner Musical Plaza Theatre Varies

23-24 
DEC

Varies Nutcracker! Magical Christmas 
Ballet

Plaza Theatre Varies
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• Army Community Service
– Combined Federal Campaign 
– 13 December: Tree for Troops
– 16 December: AFTB Birthday 

• Business Operations
– 23 November: Turkey Shoot Golf Tournament 
– 08 & 15 December: Breakfast With Santa & 15 December Holiday Brunch
– 14 December: Army VS Navy

• Youth Center 
– 07 December: Jingle Dash 

• MWR Special Events/Marketing
– 25 November –13th December: 15 Days of Holiday Giveaway & Santa 

Letters
– 06 December: Tree Lighting & Celebration (RSO & MWR Special Events)

• Sports Fitness and Aquatics
– 27 November: Cranksgiving

Directorate Family Morale Welfare and 
Recreation

Marlo Brestar, 915-568-2554, Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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• Clinical
‒ Flu Vaccines are here!  Information Sheets available.

‒ TRICARE OPEN SEASON: 11NOV-10DEC.  New regional contractor, TriWest Healthcare Alliance 
at 888-TRIWEST (888-874-9378).  WBAMC Health Benefits Advisors can help, call 915-742-2828.

‒ Duran Gate New hours of operation:  Southern gate off Loop 375/Iron Medics exit, will have new 
hours of operation.  Only open Mon-Fri, 5 a.m. to 9 p.m. (0500-2100).  Closed weekends and 
federal holidays.  

• Happenings     
‒ Patient and Family Partnership Council (PFPC) will be February 13th at 11:00 a.m. in the WBAMC 

Clinical Assembly Room (CAR). 

‒ Children’s Waiting Room (CWR) are by appointment only; call 915-742-9926/0975. Hours are  
Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

‒ Our phone operator line is 915-742-7777 (NOT the appointment line) and is 24 hours a day seven 
days a week; there is an option to speak to an information receptionist during duty hours.   

‒ Your feedback is important; please take the time to fill out your JOES and TRISS surveys.

‒ Visit our website for current information:  https://william-beaumont.tricare.mil/

William Beaumont Army Medical Center
Patient Information

Kristal Pinkney, 915-742-3878, kristal.a.pinkney.civ@health.mil

https://william-beaumont.tricare.mil/
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William Beaumont Army Medical Center
More Information

Kristal Pinkney, 915-742-3878, kristal.a.pinkney.civ@health.mil

WBAMC FLU Webpage Information TRICARE Open Season
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Directorate of Public Works (DPW)

• Road Repairs at Cassidy ACP Intersection
‒ Construction start date: 12 November 2024.
‒ One lane will be closed per phase during construction (4 Phases).
‒ Projected completion Date: 13 February 2025.

Road Repair Update

Mr. Adrian Trejo , DPW-ESD, 915-569-7635, Adrian.a.trejo2.civ@army.mil
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Directorate of Public Works (DPW)

• Road Repairs at Anzio Road
‒ Construction tentative start date: 29 November 2024.
‒ Contractor will close Anzio Road from Rome Arno St. to Tunisia St. during 

construction. 
‒ Detour traffic signs will be installed prior to construction.
‒ Projected completion date: 25 February 2025.

Road Repair Update

Mr. Adrian Trejo , DPW-ESD, 915-569-7635, Adrian.a.trejo2.civ@army.mil

N

Phase I

Detour
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Directorate of Public Works (DPW)

• Install New Sidewalk on Doniphan and Custer Road
‒ Construction Start Date: 25 November 2024.
‒ One lane will always remain open during Construction (2 Phases).
‒ Completion Date: 04 May 2025.

New Sidewalk

Ms. Marisol Salado, 915-569-5606, marisol.salado.civ@army.mil
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Directorate of Public Works (DPW)
• Road Repairs on Irwin Road from Baldwin to Cassidy Road

‒ Construction Start Date: 25 November 2024.
‒ Irwin Road will remain closed for duration of project, and construction will 

consist of 2 Phases.
‒ Traffic will be rerouted through Myer Road.
‒ Completion Date: 27 April 2025.

Road Repairs

Ms. Marisol Salado, 915-569-5606, marisol.salado.civ@army.mil
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Directorate of Emergency Services
Police Services

Todd Pidone, Interim Chief of Police (todd.m.pidone.civ@army.mil)

• Holiday Special Traffic Enforcement between 27 November 2024 
through 5 January 2025

• Driving While Intoxicated/Impaired Task Force: every Thursday 
through Sunday and nights before and on the holidays 

• Vehicle Safety & Compliance Checkpoints
• Snap Checkpoints
• Random Anti-terrorism Measures will be conducted throughout the 

evening in the noncontiguous housing areas
• If you see something, contact the DES Consolidated Dispatch at 

– 744-2115
– 744-2116
– 744-2117
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Two-Minute Drill per Speaker

RSO

Fort Bliss Family Homes

DECA

El Paso City

Alibis & Announcements

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil
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Questions & Answers

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil
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Closing Comments

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil
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MWR Sports Calendar

Marlo Brestar, 915-568-2554, Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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Youth Sports Calendar

Marlo Brestar, 915-568-2554, Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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Fort Bliss MWR Sports

Marlo Brestar, 915-568-2554, Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil



22Marlo Brestar, 915-568-2554, Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil

Fort Bliss MWR CYS
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Fort Bliss MWR CYS
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Fort Bliss MWR Business
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Fort Bliss MWR Business
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MWR BOSS
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Fort Bliss MWR Recreation



28Nancy Thomas-Mainor, 915-569-5864, nancy.thomas-mainor.civ@army.mil

Fort Bliss MWR Army Community Service
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil

Upcoming Events and Activities

The Main Highlights:
Ongoing: Operation Helping Hand has started to allow the RSO to provide crisis support to 
Soldiers throughout the year, as emergencies arise in their lives. This is an opportunity for 
Soldiers to help Soldiers, no matter their rank or position.
Ongoing: AWANA Tuesday @ 1730
20NOV: PWOC Friendsgiving
22NOV: Fort Bliss Homeschool Association Friendsgiving
29NOV-02DEC: Bishop Buckon’s visit
06DEC: Fort Bliss Homeschool Association Christmas Party
11DEC: PWOC Coffee & Chit Chat
15DEC: Gospel Service hosts a Christmas Play
15DEC: El Paso Community Chanukah on the Plaza
17DEC: PWOC Christmas Program
20DEC: Gospel Service has a Candlelight Service
20DEC: Shabbat Service and Chanukah Candle Lighting
24DEC: Fort Bliss Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at CC1
24DEC: Catholic Christmas Eve Mass
25DEC: Catholic Christmas Mass
31DEC: Gospel Service presents a Watchnight Service

For Virtual Religious 
Services and most 

Updated worship service 
schedule, please visit

https://facebook.com/ftblisschaplai
n/ or call 915-568-1519

https://facebook.com/ftblisschaplain/
https://facebook.com/ftblisschaplain/
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil

Annual RSO Thanksgiving 
Turkey and Food Basket

Friday 22NOV2024

More details coming soon….
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Fort Bliss Family Homes Holiday Decorating 
Tips

Leticia Steven, 915-496-2401, lstevens@bbcgrp.com

Holiday decorations:
Lighted seasonal decorations on the exterior of the home may be used
between the hours of 1800-2300 starting the day after
Thanksgiving, Friday, 29th of November 2024 through 5th January 2025
(they should not remain on during the day or all night)
Even though it looks very pretty rooftop, and second story decorations are 
prohibited.
Please do not use nails, spikes or glue to hang up decorations.
Candle (open flame) luminaires are not allowed.
Please refrain from using canned snow which can be very difficult to remove. 
We look forward to seeing all the holiday cheer and as always please enjoy 
the holiday spirit and stay tuned to our social media feeds for upcoming 
events.

Merry Christmas, Happy Hannukah and Happy Kwanzaa 
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• Membership: Total of 171 members currently.

• Upcoming Events:
– November Make It, Bake It, Fake It Association Dinner: 11/19 (more details 

TBD)
– December Tour of Homes: 12/08, Check-in at 1400, 

Tour 1500-1700. Discounted tickets available until 11/30. 
https://www.thefbsa.org/event-details/tour-of-homes-1 

• Coming Soon! Scholarship application will be live in December. 
Eligibility:

– All spouses and dependents of Active Duty or Retired Military, Gold Star 
Families, GS Civilian Employees. Your sponsor must be assigned to the Ft. 
Bliss / El Paso area, and eligible child dependents must be younger than 23 
up to the application deadline.

– Learn more: https://www.thefbsa.org/scholarships 

Fort Bliss Spouses’ Association

Renee Fletcher, President, president@thefbsa.org

https://www.thefbsa.org/event-details/tour-of-homes-1
https://www.thefbsa.org/scholarships
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Defense Commissary Agency
(DeCA)

Yashara (Yas) Quinones-Valentin, 915-568-9945, Yashara.Quinones@deca.mil

• On Thanksgiving Day, the Commissary will be CLOSED. 

• On Christmas Eve, the Commissary will be open from 0800-1600.

• On Christmas Day the Commissary will be CLOSED. 

• On New Years Eve, the Commissary will open for regular store hours.

• On New Years Day, the Commissary will be CLOSED.

• The Commissary will now be opening at 0730 to allow Infirmed and/or Disabled 
customers to shop before the regularly scheduled opening time. Only Self-Checkout 
Registers will be available until 0800. 



45

The Exchange

JoAnne Cahalan, 915-562-8851, ext. 1131202

Main Store Exchange
• Black Friday One day sale MS doors open at 0800

• Christmas Card Event with Santa - 7 Dec Tues at 1300-1500 

• National Ugly Christmas Sweater Day - 20 Dec Friday at 1200-1500 
• 1st place: $50 AAFES Gift Card
• 2nd place: $25.00 AAFES Gift Card
• 3rd place: $10.00 AAFES Gift Card

Lifestyle Center Food Court
• Starbucks – Exceptional Family Member Program (EFMP) Family Connections – 3rd Friday of Every month

• Thanksgiving Coloring Contest - 1 - 26 November announced winner on the 27th of November

• 1st & 2nd place filled cornucopias 

• 3rd place: $10.00 AAFES Restaurant Gift Card

• Bingo Christmas for Seniors - 6 Dec Fri at1500-1700 prizes to be determined 

• Pictures with the Grinch Photo Booth will include toy & candy give aways - 14 Dec Sat at 1200-1600

• Mrs. Clause Story time T ’was the night before Christmas with Starbucks Coco - 21 Dec Sat at 1400-1600

Freedom Crossing
• Holiday of Heroes- 13 December Friday at 1700-2000

• 1AD Band

Bliss Services
• Elf on shelf - Look for the Elf at participating vendors and win a prize

• Date to be determined

Events!
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City of El Paso

Paul Albright, City of El Paso, 915-341-4823, Albrightpd@elpasotexas.gov
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El Paso County

Lorena Rodriguez, El Paso County, 915-546-22154 ext. 3481, lorodriguez@epcounty.com

Keep a Look Out For This Event! 

Desert Winter Wonderland (Lights at Ascarate Park)

• Kick Off - Dec. 7 (Lights will be on Dec. 7-
Jan.6)

• Posada (Ascarate Pavilion)- Dec. 14
• Santa with Cookies ( Ascarate Pavilion) - Dec. 

21
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El Paso County

Lorena Rodriguez, El Paso County, 915-546-22154 ext. 3481, lorodriguez@epcounty.com

Ilumina Public Library Calendar 
of Events
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El Paso County

Lorena Rodriguez, El Paso County, 915-546-22154 ext. 3481, lorodriguez@epcounty.com

Coming Soon to Freedom Crossing! 

• The County will be installing a Kiosk (where technology 
integrates services and interfaces with internal departments 
into the platform).

• The kiosks are geared to expand services for residents who 
reside further from the Courthouse and other County 
facilities. 

• Services include: 
• Payments
• Accessing the courts and justice case management 

system, Enterprise Justice 
• Case Portal Access
• Information about County Departments
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