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Community Information Exchange

COL Soyka, GCDR USAG FBTX , michael.v.soyka.mil@army.mil

Purpose:

To  inform Command Family Readiness 
Representatives (CFRRs), Soldier & 
Family Readiness Groups (SFRGs), 
community leaders, and residents about 
upcoming events for Fort Bliss and El 
Paso (next 90 days).

Attendees:
• Chair: Garrison CDR
• OPR: USAG DFMWR
• BN/CO CFRRs/SFRGs
• WBAMC: CDR/Deputy
• Installation Agencies
• USAG Directorates 

& Support Offices
• School Liaisons
• City Representatives
• County Representatives

Agenda:
1. Opening Comments: Garrison CDR

2. Calendar Review: Garrison CDR

3. DFMWR Updates: MWR Rep

4. WBAMC Update: CDR or CMD Rep

5. Directorate of Public Works

6. Directorate of Emergency Services

7. Two-Minute Drill
 Other Garrison / Installation Agencies
 City Update
 County Update

8. Question & Answers (30 Minutes)
9. Closing Comments: Garrison CDR

Timing & Details:

Frequency: Monthly, except DEC & JUL 
Time: 1 hour, 1200-1300, 3rd Wed 
Location: Centennial Conf Center

Medium: Facebook & In-Person Inputs:
• CG Decisions
• Bliss Synch Events Working Group
• Fort Bliss Ceremonies & Protocol Events
• Local Events & Community Relations

Primary POC:
USAG: Ms. Deana Garcia (DFMWR)

Outputs:
• Information for unit SFRGs
• Community Awareness & Advertising
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Opening Comments
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Upcoming Events

COL Soyka, GCDR USAG FBTX , michael.v.soyka.mil@army.mil

Purchase your tickets NOW
bliss.armymwr.com

Oktoberfest 18+
September 
19th & 20th,

6PM Biggs Park

Oktoberfest Family Day
September 21st, 2025
11AM-3PM Biggs Park
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30 DAYS
• 23 AUG: Carlsbad Cavern Exploration
• 23 AUG: Trophy Tee Off 
• 28 AUG: Fort Bliss Career Summit & ACS Hiring 

Fair
• 06 SEP: Doggy Swim Day
• 06 SEP: Dad’s Day
• 11 SEP: 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb
• 13 SEP: Paint and Sip
• 13 SEP: Let Freedom Sing Free Concert Series
• 19-21 SEP: Oktoberfest
• 20 SEP: Parents Day Out

60 DAYS
• 25 AUG-23 OCT CC Flag Football 
• 01 OCT: Domestic Violence Awareness
• 18-19 OCT: Amigo Airsho
• 25-26 OCT: Zombie Fun Shoot

ONGOING
• Soldier Showdown
• Home School Board Game Days at the Library
• After School Hangout at the Library

Upcoming Events

COL Soyka, GCDR USAG FBTX , michael.v.soyka.mil@army.mil

https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/carlsbad-caverns-exploration/6898415/97607
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/carlsbad-caverns-exploration/6898415/97607
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/trophy-tee/6926721/100930
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/trophy-tee/6926721/100930
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/fort-bliss-career-summit-and-acs-hiring-fair/6939263/101335
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/fort-bliss-career-summit-and-acs-hiring-fair/6939263/101335
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/fort-bliss-career-summit-and-acs-hiring-fair/6939263/101335
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/doggy-swim-day/6915161/90751
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/doggy-swim-day/6915161/90751
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/dads-day/6924863/100889
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/dads-day/6924863/100889
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/911-memorial-stair-climb/6939771/101395
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/911-memorial-stair-climb/6939771/101395
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/paint-and-sip/6897108/69838
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/paint-and-sip/6897108/69838
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/oktoberfest/6940796/101465
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/oktoberfest/6940796/101465
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/oktoberfest/6940796/101465
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/oktoberfest/6940796/101465
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/parents-day-out/6918767/79861
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/parents-day-out/6918767/79861
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/commanders-cup-flag-football/6941111/101481
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/commanders-cup-flag-football/6941111/101481
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/commanders-cup-flag-football/6941111/101481
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/commanders-cup-flag-football/6941111/101481
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/commanders-cup-flag-football/6941111/101481
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/domestic-violence-awareness-month-donation-drive/6926722/43637
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/domestic-violence-awareness-month-donation-drive/6926722/43637
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/zombie-fun-shoot/6939763/101394
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/zombie-fun-shoot/6939763/101394
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/zombie-fun-shoot/6939763/101394
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/zombie-fun-shoot/6939763/101394
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/soldier-showdown-7
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/soldier-showdown-7
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/home-school-board-game-days
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/home-school-board-game-days
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/after-school-hangout-library
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/after-school-hangout-library
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Community Events

COL Soyka, GCDR USAG FBTX , michael.v.soyka.mil@army.mil

Date Time Event Location Comments
Every 
Saturday 
until 27 
SEPT

0800 Farmers Market at Ardovinos Desert 
Crossing: 25th Anniversary Season

Ardovino’s Desert Crossing FREE

20 AUG 1930 Men at Work Plaza Theatre Varies

23 AUG 1400 Enhanced Wine Tasting Experience Zin Valle Vineyards $20

23 AUG 1800 Candle-Making Workshop: Succulent & 
Cactus Edition! 

Sun City Sawdust $35 and up

26 AUG 1800 Fanfest: Harry Potter and the Prisoner 
of Azkaban

Flix Brewhouse $11.95 and up

05 SEP 2000 Ghosts of the Camino Real San Elizario 
Spirit Walk 

San Elizario Placita $25

06 SEP 1000 Guided Bike Tour Through Historic 
Mesilla with Wine/Beer Tasting 

Mesilla Town Plaza $45

11 SEP 2000 Steve Trevino: Good Life Tour Abraham Chavez Theatre $46 and up
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• Army Community Service
– 21 August: ACS Hiring Fair Prep Class
– 28 August: Fort Bliss Career Summit & ACS Hiring Fair
– 06 September: Dad’s Day 

• Business Operations
– 23 August: Trophy Tee Off
– 27-28 September: 2025 Club Championship
– Lunch Options/Specials: Centennial Banquet & Conference Center, Golden 

Tee, Desert Grill, Rod & Gun Club and Monti Warrior Zone. 

• Outdoor Recreation
– 23 August: Carlsbad Cavern Exploration 
– Commander’s Cup Sports

• Special Events
- 19-21 September: Fort Bliss Oktoberfest

Directorate Family Morale Welfare and 
Recreation

Marlo Brestar, 915-568-2554, Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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Clinical
• SFMC: Secondary to roofing issues we had to close the facility and re-locate the 

team; we will announce when normal operations resume at SFMC.  
• Reminder: If non-government personnel need to come to WBAMC, a pass is 

required. Visit our website for more information. 

Happenings
• The Patient and Family Partnership Council will be tomorrow, 21 Aug at 1030 in 

room A1500B. We welcome you to help provide some solutions to ongoing 
challenges across our organization

• Iron Medics Exit: All ramps now open
• Children’s Waiting Rooms (CWR) are by appointment only; call 915-742-

9926/0975. Hours are Monday to Friday 8:00a.m. to 12:00 at WBAMC and 1:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. at Mendoza.

• Your feedback is important; please take the time to fill out your JOES and 
TRISS surveys. Feedback is a GIFT!

• Visit our website for current information: 
https://williambeaumont.tricare.mil/

William Beaumont Army Medical Center
Patient Information

Kristal Pinkney, 915-742-3878, kristal.a.pinkney.civ@health.mil

https://williambeaumont.tricare.mil/
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William Beaumont Army Medical Center

Kristal Pinkney, 915-742-3878, kristal.a.pinkney.civ@health.mil



Directorate of Public Works

Duston Horacek, FBWSC, Duston.Horacek@asusinc.com , 602-628-1366

1
5

ASYMCA Water Line
Project: FBWSC working on an 8-inch & 6-inch replacement waterline installation

• Road Impacts:  ASYMCA, Comington St. 

• Schedule: July-September 2025



DES Operations, fbtx_des_operations@army.mil, 915-744-9135

1
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COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES 
Directorate of Emergency Services 
Police Services Division 

 
 

Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Program:
Ref. Preventative Policing Model, Army Crime Prevention Program (IAW AR 190-32)

• Met with Balfour Beatty Communities (BBC)
• Shared BBC Activities Calendar
• Advertisement Materials Being Fabricated
• Social Media Account Currently Being Built

SPC Myron S. Newton (MP)
(915) 744 - 2115
myron.s.newton.mil@army.mil

Directorate of Emergency Services 
Police Services Division

mailto:myron.s.newton.mil@army.mil


Directorate of Emergency Services 

DES Operations, fbtx_des_operations@army.mil,  915-744-9135

1
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Armed Forces Disciplinary Control Board:
• In July, four (4) new establishments were reported. 

• One (1) law enforcement investigation completed.

• Law Enforcement Investigations conducted under authority granted by 10 
U.S.C. 3012(b)(1)(g); 32 C.F.R. § 631.14; Army Regulation 190-24)

• Investigations

 - MPI (MP and/or DACP)
 - Covert (a.k.a. “under cover”)
 - Validate complaints
 - Submit formal report of findings

Police Services Division



Directorate of Emergency Services 

Omar A. Hernandez, Asst. Chief of Fire Prevention omar.a.hernandez.civ@army.mil

1
5

Fire and Emergency Services

Did You Know?

9-1-1 Smoke Detectors Daisy Chaining



14

Two-Minute Drill per Speaker

FBSA

BOSS

AAFES

ASYMCA

Visit El Paso

El Paso County

Alibis & Announcements

COL Soyka, GCDR USAG FBTX , michael.v.soyka.mil@army.mil    
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Questions & Answers

COL Soyka, GCDR USAG FBTX , michael.v.soyka.mil@army.mil
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Closing Comments

COL Soyka, GCDR USAG FBTX , michael.v.soyka.mil@army.mil
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Fort Bliss MWR Sports

Marlo Brestar, 915-568-2554, Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
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Fort Bliss MWR Sports

Marlo Brestar, 915-568-2554, Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil

MWR Presents 9/11 Memorial Stair 
Climb

Join us for a commemorative stair 
climb in honor of the lives lost on 

September 11th.
 A ceremony will begin at 5:30 AM to 

pay tribute to the victims and to 
recognize the courage and sacrifice of 

those who served.

More info HERE

https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/911-memorial-stair-climb/6939771/101395


19Marlo Brestar, 915-568-2554, Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil

Fort Bliss MWR CYS



20Marlo Brestar, 915-568-2554, Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil

Fort Bliss MWR



21Marlo Brestar, 915-568-2554, Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil

Fort Bliss MWR



22Nancy Thomas-Mainor, 915-569-5864, nancy.thomas-mainor.civ@army.mil

Fort Bliss MWR ACS



23Patricia (Jay) Skillern, 915-744-1529, patricia.a.skillern.naf@army.mil

Fort Bliss MWR BOSS
September

• Recreation & Leisure Events
• 02 SEP Top Golf
• 09 SEP Theater Thunder
• 26 SEP BOSS Bash

• Community Service Events
• 07 SEP Rescue Runners 
• 13 SEP VFW BBQ Tasting
• 13 SEP Let Freedom Sing
• 19 SEP Oktober Fest
• 20 SEP Oktober Fest
• 21 SEP Oktober Fest
• 26 SEP BOSS Bash

• Life Skill Events
• 14 SEP Conceal Carry 
• 28 SEP Trap Shooting

• Quality of Life Events
• 2 SEP BOSS Meeting
• TBD Board Prep

• Single Parent Events
• 6 SEP Day at La Nube 



24Patricia (Jay) Skillern, 915-744-1529, patricia.a.skillern.naf@army.mil

Fort Bliss MWR BOSS

September

• Outreach 
• 03 SEP Tour De Bliss
• 04 SEP Newcomers Brief
• 04 SEP 2/1 Green PLT
• 05 SEP Tour De Bliss
• 10 SEP Tour De Bliss
• 11 SEP Newcomers Brief
• 11 SEP 2/1 Green PLT
• 12 SEP Tour De Bliss
• 17 SEP Tour De Bliss

• 18 SEP Newcomers Brief
• 18 SEP 2/1 Green PLT
• 19 SEP Tour De Bliss
• 24 SEP Tour De Bliss
• 25 SEP Newcomers Brief
• 25 SEP 2/1 Green PLT
• 26 SEP Tour De Bliss



25Patricia (Jay) Skillern, 915-744-1529, patricia.a.skillern.naf@army.mil

Fort Bliss MWR BOSS



26Patricia (Jay) Skillern, 915-744-1529, patricia.a.skillern.naf@army.mil

Fort Bliss MWR BOSS



27Patricia (Jay) Skillern, 915-744-1529, patricia.a.skillern.naf@army.mil

Fort Bliss MWR BOSS



28FBSA President, president@thefbsa.org

Fort Bliss Spouses Association

What is Fort Bliss Spouses’ Association?

The Fort Bliss Spouses Association (FBSA) is a social and 
philanthropic organization that gives back to the Fort Bliss and 

greater El Paso community.
 

Our mission is to provide every military spouse with a sense of 
community through social events and opportunities to get involved in 

our community.

-We run the Thrift and Gift Shop, Operation Deploy Your Dress, 
socials, Tour of Homes and sub-clubs 

   -Last year we gave away $110,000 dollars to the Fort Bliss 
community! 



29FBSA President, president@thefbsa.org

Fort Bliss Spouses Association

This is our big kick-
off event for the year!

 Vendors, prizes, and 
sign-ups for all kinds 

of ways to get 
involved 
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil

Upcoming Events and Activities

For Virtual Religious Services and most Updated worship service schedule, 
please visit

https://facebook.com/ftblisschaplain/ or call 915-568-1519

Ongoing Activities/Ministries:

• Operation Helping Hand allows the RSO to provide crisis support to 
Soldiers throughout the year, as emergencies arise in their lives. This is an 
opportunity for Soldiers to help Soldiers, no matter their rank or position.

• AWANA - Sunday @ 1600
• Family Life Chaplain Center – new location
• Fort Bliss Homeschool Association, including monthly field trips
• PWOC Women’s Bible Study and Fellowship Tuesday @ 0900
• East Bliss Saturday Evening Service @ 1630

https://facebook.com/ftblisschaplain/


31

Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

CH Kimble, Bryan, 254-317-9057, Bryan.S.Kimble.mil@army.mil



37JoAnne Cahalan, General Manager 915-562-8851 X 202  Cahalanj@aafes.com

The Exchange

Main Store 
• 30 Aug: Beauty Bar Book Event- 1300-1500
• 06 Sept: National Read a Book Day 1300-1400
• 27 Sept: National Chocolate Milk Day Event- 1300-1500

Freedom Crossing
• 13 Sept: Let Freedom 1900 – more details to come



38JoAnne Cahalan, General Manager 915-562-8851 X 202  Cahalanj@aafes.com

The Exchange
Main Store 
• 30 Aug: Beauty Bar Book Event- 1300-1500
• 06 Sept: National Read a Book Day 1300-1400
• 27 Sept: National Chocolate Milk Day Event- 1300-1500

Freedom Crossing
• 13 Sept: Let Freedom 1900



39Herby Berryhill Jr., Commissary Officer, 915-568-9938, herby.berryhill@deca.mil

Fort Bliss Commissary

• The Fort Bliss Commissary will close EARLY (0800-1600) during all 
federally recognized holidays EXCEPT for Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, & New Years Day when we will be CLOSED. 

• LABOR DAY: SEPTEMBER 1, 2025- Commissary closing at 1600.

• Sidewalk Sale: September 12-15th, 2025 (4 days)
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Amigo Airsho



41Wesley McMahand, 915-568-4898, wesley.mcmahand@redcross.org

Red Cross
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Fort Bliss Family Homes

Leticia Stevens, 915-443-73952, blissleasing@bbcorp.com

Deployed Spouses Program 
• Request for FBFH to maintain 

backyard during Service Members’ 
deployment

• Stop by any community center to  
complete a request form or call to 
have request form emailed to you

• Preventative maintenance 
inspection can be performed prior 
to Service Member deploying to 
ensure all appliances/fixtures are 
fully operational



43Jerry Jacobitz, Executive Director, (915) 263-7167 ext. 106, jjacobitz@asymca.org

https://ridehome.asymca.org/



44Jerry Jacobitz, Executive Director, (915) 263-7167 ext. 106, jjacobitz@asymca.org



45Jerry Jacobitz, Executive Director, (915) 263-7167 ext. 106, jjacobitz@asymca.org

CHILDREN’S WAITING ROOM

Monday - Friday 
WBAMC 8:00 AM–12:00 PM
Mendoza 1:00 PM–4:00 PM

JUNIOR ENLISTED 
FAMILY CENTER

Monday-Tuesday: CLOSED
Wednesday: 12:00–6:00 PM 
Thursday:10:00 AM–1:00 PM
Friday: 10:00 AM–4:00 PM  

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER

Monday-Friday 
5:30 AM-6:00PM



46Jerry Jacobitz, Executive Director, (915) 263-7167 ext. 106, jjacobitz@asymca.org
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Destination El Paso 
Upcoming Shows

Dania Bandas, Fort Bliss Liaison, dbandas@destinationelpaso.com, 315-836-5736
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Destination El Paso 
Upcoming Events

Dania Bandas, Fort Bliss Liaison, dbandas@destinationelpaso.com, 315-836-5736
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Destination El Paso 
Free Summer Event Series

Dania Bandas, Fort Bliss Liaison, dbandas@destinationelpaso.com, 315-836-5736
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Destination El Paso 
Upcoming Event

Dania Bandas, Fort Bliss Liaison, dbandas@destinationelpaso.com, 315-836-5736
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Destination El Paso 
Upcoming Event

Dania Bandas, Fort Bliss Liaison, dbandas@destinationelpaso.com, 315-836-5736
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Destination El Paso 
El Paso Water Parks Season Pass Info

Dania Bandas, Fort Bliss Liaison, dbandas@destinationelpaso.com, 315-836-5736
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Puppy Swimming Season Begins

El Paso County
County Administration Department

Lorena Rodriguez, (915) 273-3600, Lo.Rodriguez@epcountytx.gov
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Thank You Fort Bliss and El Paso 

El Paso County
County Administration Department

Lorena Rodriguez, (915) 273-3600, Lo.Rodriguez@epcountytx.gov
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El Paso County
County Administration Department

Lorena Rodriguez, (915) 273-3600, Lo.Rodriguez@epcountytx.gov
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• Mission Trail Tour, Sept. 6, from 9 
a.m. to noon on Sept. Tour is from 
9AM - Noon. Starting point is 
Mission Valley Visitor Center, 9065 
Alameda. Free.

• Bee Real Farmer’s Market at 
Los Portales Museum in San 
Elizario, 1521 San Elizario 
Road, on Sept. 9. 

El Paso County
County Administration Department

Lorena Rodriguez, (915) 273-3600, Lo.Rodriguez@epcountytx.gov

Historic Mission Trail Events
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