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WE ARE THE ARMY’S HOME

Purpose:

To inform Command Family Readiness 
Representatives (CFRRs), Soldier & 
Family Readiness Groups (SFRGs), 
community leaders, and residents about 
upcoming events for Fort Bliss and El 
Paso (next 90 days).

Attendees:
• Chair: Garrison CDR
• OPR: USAG DFMWR
• BN/CO CFRRs/SFRGs
• WBAMC: CDR/Deputy
• Installation Agencies
• USAG Directorates & 

Support Offices
• School Liaisons
• City Representatives
• County Representatives

Agenda:
1. Opening Comments: Garrison CDR

2. Calendar Review: Garrison CDR

3. DFMWR Updates: Deana Garcia

4. WBAMC Update: CDR or CMD Rep

5. Directorate of Public Works 

6. Directorate of Emergency Services

7. Two-Minute Drill
 Fort Bliss Family Homes (BBC)
 Other Garrison / Installation Agencies
 City Update
 County Update

8. Question & Answers (30 Minutes)
9. Closing Comments: Garrison CDR

Timing & Details:

Frequency: Monthly, except DEC & JUL
Time: 1 hour, 1200-1300, 3rd WED 

Location: Centennial Conf Center 

Medium: Facebook & In-Person Inputs:
• CG Decisions 
• Bliss Synch Events Working Group
• Fort Bliss Ceremonies & Protocol Events
• Local Events & Community Relations

Primary POC:
USAG: Mr. Bill Ketcherside (DFMWR)

Outputs:
• Information for unit SFRGs
• Community Awareness & Advertising

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

Community Information Exchange
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Opening Comments
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Upcoming Events

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil

Next 30 Days:
• 17 AUG: Parent & Me Hand Build Pottery (DFMWR)
• 18 AUG: BOSS: Tour the Bliss (DFMWR)
• 18 AUG: Famous Artist Crafternoon (DFMWR)
• 19 AUG: High Ropes (DFMWR)
• 19 AUG: Let Freedom Ring Concert w/Eric Paslay 
• 21 AUG: Flag Football Officials Clinics (DFMWR)
• 21 AUG: Learn English/Spanish (DFMWR)
• 22 AUG: Commander’s Cup Outdoor Soccer (DFMWR)
• 24 AUG: Cactus Bowl Making (DFMWR)
• 24 AUG: Hiring Fair (DFMWR)
• 24 AUG: Quarterly Volunteer Ceremony (DFMWR)
• 25 AUG: The Funny behind the Force (DFMWR)
• 26 AUG: Move it, Shake it, Lift it (DFMWR)
• 26 AUG: Laser Tag (DFMWR)
• 28 AUG: Commander’s Cup Flag Football
• 1 SEP: Intro to Climbing
• 2-3 SEP: Kids Day on the Wall (DFMWR)
• 8 SEP: Volksmarch (DFMWR)
• 9 SEP: Doggy Swim Day (DFMWR)
• 9 SEP: Outdoor Recreation: Wine Tour (DFMWR)
• 11 SEP: 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb (DFMWR)
• 12 SEP: Commander’s Cup Swim Meet (DFMWR)
• 15 SEP: BOSS: Tour the Bliss (DFMWR)
• 16 SEP: Aqua Zumba meets Aqua Strength (DFMWR)
• 16 SEP: Outdoor Recreation Equipment Sale (DFMWR

Next 60 Days:
• 17 SEP: Gold Star Mother & Families Day (DFMWR)
• 22-24 SEP: Oktoberfest (DFMWR)
• 28 SEP: SFRG & CFRR Meet and Greet (DFMWR)
• 30 SEP: Mountain Bike & Brewery Tour (DFMWR)

Next 90 Days:
• 14 OCT: Harvest Fest (DFMWR)
• 14 OCT: Creep Fest (DFMWR)
• 20-21 OCT: Monster Bash (DFMWR)
• 28 OCT: R&G Zombie Shoot (DFMWR)
• 28 OCT: MYC: Harvest Fest (DFMWR)
• 24-30 NOV: Photos with Santa (DFMWR)
• 1 DEC: Holiday Festival (DFMWR)

August and September Ongoing Classes and Events:
Stress Management Seminar (ACS): AUG 22, 24 & September 6, 
11, 13, 18, 20, 25, 27, 29
Thrive (RSO): Every Wednesday, see back up slides for more 
details
Tour De Bliss: Every 3rd Friday of every month 0900-1500

Click here for a list of Upcoming Events

https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/tour-de-bliss/6033666/80456
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/famous-artist-crafternoon/6055508/75227
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/high-ropes/6033598/78032
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/flag-football-officials-clinic/6049652/70849
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/commanders-cup-outdoor-soccer/6053450/71325
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/acs-hiring-fair/6000539/66575
https://bliss.armymwr.com/happenings/fort-bliss-volunteer-quarter
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/funny-behind-force/6055648/81144
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/move-it-lift-it-shake-it/5882335/68636
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/5v5-laser-tag-tournament/6037474/77209
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/commanders-cup-flag-football/6049653/60521
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/intro-climbing/6033601/78036
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/kids-day-wall/6033587/80454
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/volksmarch/6056767/81170
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/wine-tour/6037471/78174
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/911-memorial-stair-climb/6040078/71695
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/commanders-cup-swim-meet/6056926/71478
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/tour-de-bliss/6033667/80456
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/aqua-zumba-meets-aqua-strength/5904924/77534
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/outdoor-recreation-equipment-sale/6056771/81172
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/oktoberfest/6052597/80977
https://bliss.armymwr.com/calendar/event/mountain-bike-and-brewery-tour/6037472/78648
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/acs/family-advocacy
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/acs/family-advocacy
https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/upcoming-community-events-and-programs
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Community Events

William Ketcherside, 915-568-35500, william.j.ketcherside.naf@army.mil
)
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Directorate Family Morale Welfare and 
Recreation

Deana Garcia, 915-568-6995, deana.garcia2.civ@army.mil

• Army Community Service
– 24 August: Fort Bliss ACS Hiring Fair
– 24 August: 1st AD & Fort Bliss Quarterly Volunteer Ceremony 

• MWR Special Events
– 25 August: The Funny behind the Force @ Freedom Crossing
– 09 September: Doggy Swim Day @ Community Pool
– 22-24 September: Oktoberfest @ Biggs Park

• Child & Youth Services (CYS)
– 23 September: Oktoberfest Child Care @ Milam CDC

• CYS Youth Sports
– July ‘23 – August ’24: Youth Sports Calendar

Bliss NOW magazine (armymwr.com)

https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/bliss-now
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Directorate Family Morale Welfare and 
Recreation

Deana Garcia, 915-568-6995, deana.garcia2.civ@army.mil
)

• Business Operations
– 09 September: Learn to Shoot: Pistol @ Rod and Gun Club
– 10 September: Learn to Shoot: Rifle @ Rod and Gun Club

• Community Recreation
– 17 & 18 August: Parent & Me Hand Build Pottery @ Art & Hobby Shop
– 18 August: Famous Artist Crafternoon @ Mickelsen Library
– 24 August: Cactus Candle Bowls @ Art & Hobby Shop
– 08 September: Volksmarch @ Pershing Pub
– 09 September: Outdoor Recreation: Wine Tour
– 11 September: 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb @ Soto PFC

Open Meeting Spaces on Fort Bliss :: Ft. Bliss :: US Army MWR

https://bliss.armymwr.com/programs/opening-meeting-spaces-fort-bliss
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Directorate Family Morale Welfare and 
Recreation

Deana Garcia, 915-568-6995, deana.garcia2.civ@army.mil
)



WE ARE THE ARMY’S HOME

9 CUI

William Beaumont Army Medical Center

• Clinical
‒ MHS GENESIS/ Video Connect
‒ Labor Day hours 

• Happenings
‒ Having a Baby?  Tour the Maternal Child Health Services or Childbirth 

Preparation Classes!  Childbirth, Breastfeeding, and Newborn Care!  Call 
915-742-9772 to schedule!

‒ Children’s Waiting Room at WBAMC and Mendoza are by appointment only; 
call 915-742-9926 (free childcare while you attend medical appointments)

‒ Retiring and need health insurance!  TRICARE information is available!  Call 
915-742-2828 to reach a health benefits advisor and attend a briefing!

‒ New to TRICARE?  Call the Health Benefits Advisors at 915-742-2828 to 
schedule a one-on-one or unit/group brief to learn more about your 
healthcare benefits. 

‒ Completion of the Joint Outpatient Experience Survey (JOES) and TRICARE 
Inpatient Satisfaction Survey (TRISS) is vital to WBAMC

‒ Visit our website for current information:  https://william-beaumont.tricare.mil

Patient Information

Kristal Pinkney, 915-742-3878, kristal.a.pinkney.civ@health.mil

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Need TP for FIP

https://william-beaumont.tricare.mil/
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    Directorate of Public Works (DPW)
      

Slide 1 of 2
 Cassidy/Sheridan and Cassidy/Pershing Intersection:

‒ Sheridan Rd will remain open. 
‒ DPW will complete the installation of the new intersection traffic lights for 

Cassidy and Pershing intersection, but not used until further notice.
‒ Cassidy/Sheridan intersection will not be modified until further notice, 

pedestrian crosswalk signals will always remain operational. 
‒ Completion Date Update: 31 August 2023
  

New traffic lights will 
be activated soon, 
date to be 
determined.

Intersection to remain 
Open

Jose R. Aguilar Jr./ 915-568-6113/ jose.r.aguilar21.civ@army.mil

Cassidy ACP

Cassidy Road
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Mr. Adrian Trejo, DPW-ESD,   915-569-7635, Adrian.a.trejo2.civ@army.mil

      Road Repair Update

New Planters

New Planters
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    Directorate of Public Works (DPW)
      Slide 2 of 2

 Proposed Plan for Cassidy/Sheridan and Cassidy/Pershing Intersection:
‒ Vehicles traveling east/west on Cassidy Rd will always have a traffic green light unless 

a pedestrian crosswalk signal is activated.  Vehicles traveling on Cassidy Rd will be 
able to turn right onto Sheridan Rd.

‒ Vehicles traveling north/south on Sheridan Rd. will only be allowed to turn right onto 
Cassidy Rd.

‒ Sheridan Rd traffic light will always remain red.
‒ Cassidy/Pershing traffic light to be activated after Cassidy/Sheridan intersection 

modifications are completed.
‒ Estimated project start date: FY24

New traffic lights to 
be activated

Jose R. Aguilar Jr./ 915-568-6113/ jose.r.aguilar21.civ@army.mil

Cassidy ACP

Cassidy Road
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Mr. Adrian Trejo, DPW-ESD,  915-569-7635 / Adrian.a.trejo2.civ@army.mil

      Road Repair Update

Right Turn 
Only

Right Turn 
Only
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Cassidy and Marshall Intersection Paving Repairs 
‒ Construction started: 3 April 2023

‒ Project Phases I and II: Two Way Traffic, One Lane in Each Direction

‒ Phase II Start Date: 20 September 2023

‒ Completion Date: 28 December 2023.  Update: Construction delay 
due to unforeseen underground utilities.  USACE is working with the 
contractor to propose solution, resume work to be determined. 

Cassidy Rd

Phase I

Phase II

N

Directorate of Public Works (DPW)
    Road Repair Update

Mr. Adrian Trejo , DPW-ESD, 915-569-7635,  Adrian.a.trejo2.civ@army.mil
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Water Mitigation at Pershing & Pleasonton Intersection
‒ Construction started: 21 Dec 2022

‒ Intersection is currently closed during construction.

‒ Completion Date Update: 30 Nov 2023

N

Intersect to 
be closed
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Directorate of Public Works (DPW)
    Road Repair Update

Mr. Adrian Trejo,  DPW-ESD,  915-569-7635 / Adrian.a.trejo2.civ@armyr.mil
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Directorate of Emergency Services
CUI

Law Enforcement Focus Area

Harry R. Eckman, Chief of Police Harry.R.Eckman.civ@army.mil

Increased Traffic Enforcement:

• Police Services Divisions (PSD) is continuing to maintain their focus on traffic 
violations across the installation, with special focus on housing areas both 
contiguous and non-contiguous. Furthermore, PSD is emphasizing the 
prohibited use of cellular devices while operating a vehicle. It is a violation of 32 
CFR 634.25 (C) (3), driving while using a cell phone on a DOD Installation, and 
carries a $50 fine.

• The use of Personally Owned Vehicles (POVs) is strictly prohibited on tank 
trails within Fort Bliss Property. It is in violation of TTC 544.004, failing to 
comply with a traffic control device, and carries a $85 fine.
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Directorate of Emergency Services
CUI

Off Limit Establishments

The following locations are listed in Command Policy Letter #8, Off-Limits 
Establishments: 

• Cool Arrows, 800 North Zaragoza Road, Suite S, El Paso, TX
• Herb N Legends, 1920 Zaragoza Road, Suite 104, El Paso, TX
• Best Food Mart, 6200 Dyer Street, El Paso, TX
• Bo-De-Gas Graff Head Shop, 1791 Zaragoza, Suite C, El Paso, TX
• Dream Cabaret, 13299 Gateway Blvd. West, El Paso, TX
• Jaguars Gentlemen’s Club, 113477 Gateway Blvd. West, El Paso, TX
• Rockin’ Cigar Bar and Grill, 226 Cincinnati Ave, El Paso TX
• Back Nine Bar and Lounge, 1441 N. Zaragoza, El Paso TX

Harry R. Eckman, Chief of Police Harry.R.Eckman.civ@army.mil
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• MPLP Overview
‒ On 6 March 2023, the Secretary of the Army released ALARACT 018/2023, to 

implement the expansion of the Miliary Parental Leave Program IAW DoD 
directive 23-001 and the 2023 National Defense Authorization Act

‒ 12 weeks of parental leave will be authorized for eligible Service Members

• Eligibility
‒ Applies to Soldiers when any one of these events occurs on or after 27 

December 22:
The birth of a Soldier’s child, adoption of a minor child by the Soldier, or 
placement of a minor child with the Soldier for adoption or long-term foster care

• Unauthorized Parental Leave
‒ A Soldier is not authorized an additional 12 weeks of parental leave for the 

adoption of a minor child if the child is already residing in the Soldier’s household
‒ When long-term foster care is converted to an adoption AND the minor child 

already resides in the Soldier’s household
‒ A Soldier who either places their child for adoption or has their parental rights 

terminated by consent or court-order

Military Parental Leave Program (MPLP)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Childbirth Outside Marriage: Non-birth parent’s parentage of the child must be established IAW AR 600-8-10Adoption Placement: Soldiers, to include dual military couples during the 1-year period following the date of placement of a minor child with the Soldier for adoption, or the date of adoption of a minor child by the SoldierChildbirth through Surrogacy: Soldier, to include dual military couples who use a surrogate and they become legal parent(s) of a newbornLong Term Foster Care: Soldiers, to include dual military couples during the 1-year period after the date of placement of a minor child with the Soldier for a long-term foster care of the placed child
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Military Parental Leave Program (MPLP)

• Takeaways
‒ Disapproval Authority: 4.G.2. (U) Only the First General Officer in a Soldier’s 

Chain of Command may disapprove a request for parental leave for any 
Soldier

‒ If denied, the Soldier may carry over unused caregiver leave days for a 1-
year period on a day-for-day basis following the qualified event (deployment, 
hospitalization, etc.)

‒ 12 weeks of parental leave will be authorized for the birth parent, in addition 
to and following a period of maternity convalescent leave from childbirth

• Common Complaints
‒ Commander disapproving MPLP
‒ Commander ordering Soldier to change dates
‒ Commander recommends disapproval with no recommendation (Change of 

plan)

CUI

Andrea Brown,  915-568-1241,  andrea.j.brown1.civ@army.mil
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Alibis & Announcements

COL Gallagher, CDR USAG FBTX , brendan.r.gallagher.mil@army.mil
)

Two-Minute Drill per Speaker

Fort Bliss Family Homes

Other Garrison / Installation Agencies

City Update

County Update
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)

Questions & Answers
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)

Closing Comments
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MWR Sports Calendar

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
)
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Youth Sports Calendar

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
)
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Outdoor Recreation Calendar

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
)
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MWR Highlights

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
)

Oktoberfest!
Sept. 22-23 | 6pm – Midnight | Biggs Park

Cost: $30 per person, includes 
commemorative stein (beer not included)

Ages 18 and older only for these nights

Sept. 24 | 11am – 4pm | Biggs Park
Cost: $5 per person, ages 3 and older

Family Day, all ages welcome!

Live performances by Terry Cavangh and 
the Alpine Express band and the German 

Air Force Schuhplattler Dancers!
Traditional German beer, delicious food, 

snacks and souvenirs available for 
purchase.
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MWR Youth Sports Events

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
)
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MWR Youth Sports Events

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
)
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MWR Youth Sports Events

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
)
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MWR Youth Center Events/Programs

Marlo Brestar,  915-568-2554,  Marlo.j.brestar.naf@army.mil
)
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Army Community Service

Nancy Thomas-Mainor, 915-569-5864, nancy.thomas-mainor.civ@army.mil)
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Fort Bliss Family Homes

Leticia Stevens,  915-496-2401, LStevens@bbcgrp.com

Pools and Splash Pad Hours of Operation
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• 21AUG – AWANA, 1730-1930, building 449 Pershing Rd. Fellowship 
meal each week! Register today @ vbspro.events/p/ftblissawana

• 21AUG – Club Beyond Kickoff, Monday 1730-1930, then weekly 
club meetings on Monday 1730-1930 and small group meetings on 
Tuesday 1730-1930; POC: Jessica Mednoz, ftbliss@clubbeyond.org

• 25AUG – CWOC Fall Kickoff Social, 0900 @ 1AD Chapel, BYOB – 
Bring Your Own Boardgame, childcare provided

• 15AUG – PWOC Kickoff, 0900 @ 1AD Chapel, childcare provided

Upcoming Events and Activities

Religious Support Office (Chaplain)

For Virtual Religious Services and most
Updated worship service schedule, please visit
https://facebook.com/ftblisschaplain/ or call 915-568-1519

CH (MAJ) Bryan S. Kimble,  915- 744-1133,  bryan.s.kimble.mil@army.mil 

https://facebook.com/ftblisschaplain/
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)
CUI

Women Axillary Ministries

CH (MAJ) Bryan S. Kimble,  915- 744-1133,  bryan.s.kimble.mil@army.mil 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
FortBlissPWOC

https://www.facebook.com/grou
ps/222193117805293
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)
CUI

AWANA Clubs

POC: CH (MAJ) Kevin Mucher,  915-525-8663,  kevin.b.mucher.mil@army.mil 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/ftblissawanaScan QR code or click link to Register
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Religious Support Office (Chaplain)
CUI

Youth Ministries

CH (MAJ) Kevin Mucher,  915-525-8663,  kevin.b.mucher.mil@army.mil 

For Virtual Religious Services and most
Updated worship service schedule, please visit
https://facebook.com/ftblisschaplain/ or call 915-568-1519

https://facebook.com/ftblisschaplain/
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Annual Retiree Appreciation Day (RAD)

• October 12, 2023 RAD Golf Scramble
‒ Underwood Golf Complex
‒ FREE max 25 teams (4 per team)

‒ At least 1 team member must be a 
Veteran, Retiree, or Active Duty

‒ 0800-UTC
‒ Breakfast/lunch available
‒ Register to secure slot https://fortbliss.asymca.org/2023RADGolf

• October 13, 2023 RAD Main Event
‒ Centennial Banquet and Conference Center
‒ Breakfast 0800-0900
‒ Program 0900-1030

‒ Guest Speaker Froylan “Froy” Garza, Executive Director/CEO EPVHCS
‒ WBAMC Health Fair/Organization Display Tables/Career Fair 1030-1500
‒ Contact RSO to reserve your Organization’s table at (915) 568-5204 or (915) 569-

6233
‒ Flu Shots provided to ID Card-holding Retired Servicemembers and their 

dependents/survivors.

Summary

CUI

Walter Basil , 915-568-5204, walter.r.basil.civ@army.mil

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Need TP for FIP

https://usg01.safelinks.protection.office365.us/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffortbliss.asymca.org%2F2023RADGolf&data=05%7C01%7Cwalter.r.basil.civ%40army.mil%7Cd0fcdbfeae0e4992d20108db8711e0a4%7Cfae6d70f954b481192b60530d6f84c43%7C0%7C0%7C638252284389407347%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eqyiVoFzSMxmHHye%2BnB34%2FbroVYUdnBLiqpPB7Ad8lE%3D&reserved=0
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Fort Bliss & 1st Armored Division Museum

Pablo Jasso, 915-568-4430, pablo.jasso.civ@army.mil

The Fort Bliss and Old Ironsides Museum will close 
for a major Redesign Project to last 18 months to 2 

years.

01 September 2023 will be our last day open to the 
public. 
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The Exchange

Becky Henry,  915-568-8851, ext 107,  henryb@aafes.com

Events!

• Let Freedom Sing
‒ Eric Paslay and LANCO on Aug 19 

‒ Outdoor lawn
‒ Doors open at 6PM
‒ FREE
‒ Open to the Public
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Fort Bliss Spouses’ Association

Renee Fletcher, FBSA, president@thefbsa.org

Super Sign-Up Info
‒ Date: 24AUG2023
‒ Time: 4pm-6pm
‒ Location: Sam Adams Dome 

in the Centennial

Purpose
‒ Sign up and join the FBSA
‒ Learn about the upcoming 

events
‒ Browse and shop at vendor 

tables
‒ Enjoy refreshments

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Need TP for FIP
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